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Funding Status 

 

E-Rate for FY 2026 – Application Window: 

 

Application Window: The Form 471 application window for FY 2026 will open midday on 

Wednesday, January 21st, and close on Wednesday, April 1st, at 11:59 p.m. EDT.  The 

administrative window, which gave applicants the opportunity to update their EPC entity profiles, 

closed last Friday, January 16th.  Any subsequent changes will have to be made during application 

review. 

 

E-Rate for FY 2025: 

 

USAC issued Wave 37 for FY 2025 on Thursday, January 15th, for $7.75 million, none for 

Carolina.  Nevada.  Total funding for FY 2025 as of Wave 37 stands at $2.52 billion, including 

$53.2 million for North Carolina.  Currently, USAC has funded 94.8% of submitted applications, 

representing 85.2% of the dollars requested. 

 

Cybersecurity Pilot Program: 

 

USAC has still not issued a second Cyber Pilot funding wave.  After one Cyber wave, issued on 

December 17th, funding for the Cybersecurity Pilot Program stands at $18.7. million, including 

$720 thousand for three North Carolina applicants.  

 
Cybersecurity Pilot Program Concerns 

 

Applicant frustration with the Cyber Pilot is growing.  This is the result of the slow release of 

funding commitments, unresolved issues with the rules, delays in the release of the CBR Form 

488, and a new Open Data file on Cyber funding.  Specifically: 

• The original Cyber Pilot Order (FCC 24-63) — see §54.2001(c) — indicated that 

funding would be available for three years from the date of the first Funding 

Commitment Decision Letter (“FCDL”).  That was initially concerning because if an 

applicant waited until it was funded, as most have done, before committing to 36-

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-24-63A1.pdf
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months of service, the service would be unlikely to begin immediately.  This would 

mean that the applicant could not receive discounts on the full 36 months. 

That conundrum seemed to be solved when the FCC released FAQ 1.5a which included 

an explicit example of a service starting a month after the FCDL date and the “last date 

to receive service” specified as 36 months from the service start date, rather than from 

the FCDL date.  Unfortunately, a subsequent FAQ 1.8 reiterates the limitation that the 

last date to receive services is three years from the FCDL date, reintroducing the 

ambiguity. 

As a practical matter, we hope that the FCC gives applicants a reasonable period of 

time after receiving their FCDLs to initiate services and receive a full three years of 

service.  At the moment, however, the timing discrepancy between FAQ 1.5a and FAQ 

1.8 is causing confusion.  This issue will shortly become critical for applicants or 

suppliers seeking to invoice for upfront payment discounts on three years of service. 

• Most of the contracts for recurring services, as initially filed in CBR Form 471s during 

the application window, used what we would call “placeholder dates,” not knowing 

when funding for such services would be granted.  As services are implemented, those 

contractual service dates will have to be amended to reflect the actual start and end 

dates.   
 

In its Cybersecurity Pilot Program Newsletter dated December 2, 2025, USAC 

indicated that a Pilot FCC Form 488 (Post-Commitment Change Request Form) will 

be available to revise certain application parameters once an applicant has received a 

Cyber FCDL.  Actions supported by the Cyber Form 488 are supposed to include: 

o Changing the invoice method. 

o Changing service start and/or end dates. 

o Cancelling Funding Request Number (FRN) line items. 

o Modifying commitment amounts for FRN line items. 

o Initiating a site and/or service substitution. 

With Cyber FCDLs having been released, at least for Wave 1, post-commitment 

changes need to be made.  Hopefully, the CBR Form 488 will be available soon. 

• Within a day of releasing Wave 1, USAC posted an Open Data file for Cybersecurity 

Pilot FCC Form 471 data.  It is an extensive file with many data fields that will have to 

be completed and updated as additional applicants are funded and services begin.  Open 

Data users, long familiar with the extensive set of E-Rate files, will notice some major 

changes.  There are several key differences to note: 

▪ Unlike the E-Rate Form 471 Status file, the Cyber Form 471 includes a row for 

every FRN line item, not just FRN.  A significant number of FRNs have 

multiple line items. 

▪ Moreover, for committed applications, the original rows remain in place 

(designated “Certified”) and new rows (designated “Committed”) are added, 

thus doubling the number of rows associated with each application. 

https://www.usac.org/wp-content/uploads/e-rate/documents/cyber_pilot/newsletters/Pilot_Program_December_Newsletter.pdf
https://opendata.usac.org/d/qr48-4kx4
https://opendata.usac.org/d/qr48-4kx4
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▪ The table below shows the key columns for a single FRN with four line items, 

approved as Certified.  Rows 2-5 are as certified; Rows 6-9 are as Committed.  

The confusing point is that the only differences in dollar values for a given line 

item appear in the “Line Item Total” column.  The other dollar value columns 

are the total of the individual line-item amounts.  Were you to add those 

amounts, whether “Certified” or “Committed”, the total would be four times 

too large.  Calculating the actual requested or Committed amounts for a range 

of applicants requires eliminating these duplicate line-item totals. 

 

▪ One reason that the Cyber Form 471 dataset is so important is that it contains 

critical service, contracting, and invoicing deadline dates.  Unlike E-Rate, for 

which service start dates, service delivery deadlines, and invoice deadlines fall 

on the same calendar days each year for almost all applicants, comparable dates 

for the Cyber program are applicant specific.  Almost all critical Cyber dates 

depend on when an applicant was funded and/or when services start or end.  If 

the database is difficult to use — and/or inaccurate — applicants risk missing 

key deadlines. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 21 The FY 2026 Form 471 application window opens at noon EST.  The window 

will close at 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 1, 2026. 

 To meet the minimum 28-day posting requirement and still be able to file a 

Form 471 by April 1st, a Form 470 for FY 2026 must be filed no later than 

March 4, 2026.  Waiting until the last day to file a Form 470 is strongly 

discouraged. 

January 22 USAC webinar on the E-Rate pre-commitment process (register). 

January 27 USAC webinar on Cyber Pilot invoicing (register). 

January 23 FY 2025 Form 486 deadline for applicants funded in Wave 23.  More 

generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days after the FCDL date, or the 

Service Start Date (typically July 1st), whichever is later.  The next Form 486 

deadlines for FY 2025 are: 

 Wave 24 01/28/2026 

 Wave 25 02/06/2026 

January 28 Invoice deadline, and deadline to request an invoice deadline extension, for 

FY 2024 non-recurring services. 

https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=e7e31925cb114137b2017e93fa118c50cb2da9a835f5b89f4913c5a4b19eee243e7645313a5f248e5d34ba55f477c1127b97d8ebdba3ee44
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.outreach.usac.org%2F%3Fqs%3De77db912873cb7b65562cab81313982a178ec60701cb6de08e39b112552418489d2375f0f350dadaa29fc7b1ff779d05eab56c93959ab1e4&data=05%7C02%7Cwhimsworth%40e-ratecentral.com%7C35a89c3616bb44166dbc08de4c955ea6%7C2c3e894ea4f944cb8b1ce370736111ab%7C0%7C0%7C639032401640592075%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2EX0gipy2U%2FwXlXZbBNoDah5tiGOhBr1oGuX1GRR%2Fqw%3D&reserved=0
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February 19 USAC webinar with a Q&A session on the E-Rate pre-commitment process 

(register). 

February 28 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2024 recurring services for applicants with 

approved extension requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — 

http://www.E-Ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to 

formatted North Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the 

upper left-hand corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding 

years and individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=e7e31925cb11413777f720826577b998b35bfa7da4877591e58691acd699ede8ff48fee61ab939e2902cfc95c70cccefae5442bc8c4fd210
http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

