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Funding Status 

 

E-Rate for FY 2025 

 

Wave 19 of Funding Commitment Decision Letters for FY 2025 was released on Friday, 

August 29th, for $112 million, including $1.78 million for seventeen North Carolina 

applicants.  Total funding is now $1.95 billion, including $45.5 million for North Carolina.  

Currently, USAC has funded 88.0% of submitted applications (just short of its 90% goal of 

“workable applications” by September 1st), representing 61.6% of the dollars requested. 

 

Cybersecurity Pilot Program – Application Window: 

 

The Form 471 application window for the Cybersecurity Pilot Program opened on March 18th and 

will close on September 15th, 2025.  Total pilot funding is capped at $200 million for 690 

applicants, including $7.9 million for fifteen North Carolina applicants.   

 

In a notice to USAC last week (DA 25-765), the FCC announced the approval of the PIA review 

procedures for the CBR Form 471 applications.  As has been the case with E-Rate, this was just 

simple announcement of the approval; no details of the procedures were released publicly.  It is, 

however, a necessary step proceeding the eventual issuance of Cyber Funding Commitment 

Decision Letters (“FCDLs”) — and an indication that PIA review of pending Cyber Pilot 

applications is about to begin. 

 

E-Rate Central held a Cyber Pilot webinar (Passcode: qke^kt5R) last week suggesting additional 

guidance on bid evaluations, service periods, contracts, and CBR Form 471 service types. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

September 5 Final day of the PIA summer deferral period (which began May 23rd). 

September 9 USAC in-person training in Denver, CO (register). 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-25-765A1.pdf
https://centraled.zoom.us/rec/share/mEvIaK7h2cccms3DYPf5czxCl5qCJhop_d1kqW_HmnlvLIU48J_87nC_Bmm6jFxr.aZs4Q3ua3rz7dW5Y
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/e-rate-in-person-training-denver-co-tickets-1402282868809?aff=oddtdtcreator
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September 15  Close of the Cybersecurity Pilot Form 471 application window and deadline 

for filing the Form 484 Part 2. 

September 15 Due date for comments to the Congressional USF Working Group (see our 

newsletter of August 4th). 

September 16 USAC in-person training in Washington, DC (register) (also available 

online). 

September 30 Last day to receive service, or to submit a Service Delivery Deadline (“SDD”) 

Extension request, for FY 2024 non-recurring services. 

October 20 FCC deadline for nominating six new (or renewed) USAC Board members 

(see DA 25-738 and our newsletter of Augst 25th). 

October 29 First FY 2025 Form 486 deadline for applicants funded in Waves 1-10.  The 

Wave 11 deadline will be October 31, with subsequent Form 486 Wave 

deadlines following weekly.  Specifically, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days 

after the FCDL date, or the Service Start Date (typically July 1st), whichever 

is later. 

October 29-31 AnchorNets: 13th Annual SHLB Conference, Crystal City, VA.  E-Rate 

Central is a Gold-level sponsor of the event. 

 
USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated August 26th 

 

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief dated August 26, 2025, covers the following topics: 

• Resources to understand the Form 470 and competitive bidding process for FY 2026, 

including the following Competitive Bidding Infographic. 

      

• Requesting Service Delivery Deadline Extensions (normal deadline is September 30th) for 

FY 2024 non-recurring services (other than special construction networks). 

https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/8388/August-4-2025#InnerPageAnchor222
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/e-rate-in-person-training-washington-dc-tickets-1402182267909?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-25-738A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/8409/August-25-2025#InnerPageAnchor222
https://www.shlb.org/anchornets-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawMFdBFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFCdDFxWGprekJobHBHUG5IAR5v-yvOvH2U4jNTwV2PdjQcs0NSvg7L2tNTx3aJoccabm37d8HzNgnTrtqV6w_aem_dvRAGNKxRSQxQHVESc9WDg
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=6df3cad72208e1c1db6d43829ea7d961f6d7822377fa13a328be908e9f0640e63f9ce3825e68543df82c4053c7b599d0333e26be1a63bd2145c49a4361e6152374eab5568580a5d9
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb0239d2c5c0e9bdb56efd57da54a1865e60e81a63bce793fb5111d339078d20265e6af50f9fa65dad1adb57f1acf0f74a2


© 2025 E-Rate Central     Page 3 of  3 

o Updated E-Rate’s Service Provider Process section of the website, including adding 

three new resources: 

o E-Rate Service Provider Activities for Funding Year (FY) 2025. 

o Select an Invoicing Method in E-Rate. 

o Registering for a Service Provider Identification Number (“SPIN”) Checklist 

for New Tribal Service Providers (updated tip sheet for new Tribal service 

providers). 

• USAC announced that it will be transitioning its business processing work (PIA application 

and invoicing review) over the next quarter from Maximus, its current vendor, to Ernst & 

Young, its new vendor.  USAC states, with more confidence than we have, that the 

“transition to the new vendor should be seamless for E-Rate participants.”  More 

specifically: 

“USAC will reach out to E-Rate participants that have active applications, invoices, or 

post-commitment requests to share additional information about any changes related to the 

transition to the new vendor. We will continue to share information with affected 

participants by email, especially if the transition to the new vendor will affect those 

participants’ open E-Rate activities. We expect that by the beginning of January 2026, all 

open forms and requests (including invoices, appeals, and post-commitment requests) will 

be assigned to new reviewers.” 

The good news from our perspective is that Ernst & Young is already handling USAC’s 

Customer Service Center (“CSC”) so it is not entirely new to E-Rate. 

• USAC’s 2025 training and outreach includes two in-person training days: 

Denver, CO  September 9, 2025 

Washington, DC September 16, 2025 (also available online) 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — 

http://www.E-Ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to 

formatted North Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the 

upper left-hand corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding 

years and individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb00c3238ce8f4118ee9621e2263fe66f6e9ecd9918456e633fe93e1795d6169d888f7a21c59c38cff2c0afab36501f04d0
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb08a2313fff23f938599da6bc7d370127808a3e1e0ce9407656377b97493716a25991140a0619bd235ffdace058986b29e
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb04a66f9f03f2c13e0d6a8b5165d7e976bb823f02a1e5975d2886aed03ce3c5e07c793ae19a83b8da6401874d2347b8ec0
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb0698437b1e02a0db8bc76e8fbab5216ed7bbc8be07f61f1795cfe5499b553f5cc93a3bf8f0f3fa207daed187fb77b03ca
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5a7d163a5d22edb0698437b1e02a0db8bc76e8fbab5216ed7bbc8be07f61f1795cfe5499b553f5cc93a3bf8f0f3fa207daed187fb77b03ca
http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

