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Funding Status
E-Rate for FY 2025 — Wave 1 Released:

Wave 1 of funding commitment decision letters for FY 2025 was released early Saturday morning,
April 26™, for a total of $981 million. This is slightly higher than the first wave for FY 2024 and
represents just over half the applications filed (including out-of-window applications filed within
two weeks of the March 26" window close). Nice job USAC!

Funding in the first wave included $25.0 million for 228 North Carolina applicants.

E-Rate for FY 2024:

Wave 53 for FY 2024 was released on Thursday, April 24", for $12.6 million, none for North
Carolina.  Total funding is now $2.67 billion including $73.6 million for North
Carolina. Currently, USAC has funded 98.4% of submitted applications, representing 92.6% of
the dollars requested.

Cybersecurity Pilot Program — Application Window:

The Form 471 application window for the Cybersecurity Pilot Program opened on March 18" and

will close on September 15", 2025. Total pilot funding is capped at $200 million for 707
applicants. Initial commitments include $10.1 million for seventeen North Carolina applicants.

Updates and Reminders

Upcoming Dates:
April 28 Reply comments due on the FCC’s “Delete, Delete, Delete” initiative.

April 30 The Senate Commerce Committee is set to vote on the nomination of Olivia
Trusty to be the third Republican FCC Commissioner.
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May 2 FY 2024 Form 486 deadline for Wave 37. The Form 486 deadline is 120 days
after the FCDL date, or the service start date (typically July 1), whichever is
later. The next Form 486 deadlines for FY 2024 are:

Wave 38 05/09/2025
Wave 39 05/16/2025
Wave 40 05/23/2025
Wave 41 05/30/2025
May 15 USAC’s Beginning E-Rate Services Webinar (Register).
May 28 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2023 non-recurring service FRNs with
approved extensions beyond the original January 28, 2025, deadline.
June 30 Last day to light fiber (or request a service delivery deadline extension) for
FY 2024 special construction projects.
June 30 Last day to receive (or file service substitutions for) FY 2024 recurring
services.
July 1 Withdrawal deadline for Cybersecurity Pilot participants opting not to
continue in the Program.
August 18 Last day to certify a CBR Form 470 in order to meet the minimum 28-day

posting period before filing the CBR Form 471.

September 15  Close of the Cybersecurity Pilot Form 471 application window and deadline
for filing the Form 484 Part 2.

FTC Updates COPPA:

As laid out in detail in the Federal Register last week, the Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) has
adopted amendments to the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (“COPPA”). The updates,
largely clarifications of definitions, are intended to strengthen the protection of personal
information collected online from young children and are in response to changes in technologies
and online practices since COPPA was last amended in 2013. The revised COPPA rules become
effective June 23, 2025.

COPPA has no direct effect on schools and libraries but can be considered as a companion set of
regulations to the FCC’s Children’s Internet Protection Act (“CIPA”) requirements under E-Rate.
Most broadly, COPPA regulations are designed to protect the online privacy of children under 13
by requiring businesses to obtain verifiable parental consent before collecting, using, or disclosing
their personal information. The rules require companies to post a privacy policy, provide direct
notice to parents, and implement security measures to safeguard children’s data.
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https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=9e7dde38e85570280b001967df941749b6bc304a7efc4b65e93bfeadac134566fd1961d1a286aebbb01b8d376b8abbf04b687542b1d994e4
https://bit.ly/4juW9aL

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site —
http://www.E-Ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to
formatted North Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the
upper left-hand corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding
years and individual FRNs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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