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Funding Status 

 

E-Rate for FY 2025: 

 

The Form 471 filing window for FY 2025 closed on March 26th.  Preliminary demand, as 

summarized in USAC’s annual letter to the FCC, was $3.2 billion.  This is well below the year’s 

$5.06 billion funding cap set earlier this month by the FCC.  This demand total will increase over 

the next month or two, as the FCC grants waivers on late-filed applications certified within two 

weeks of the window closing, then decrease as pending requests are reduced during the PIA review 

process.  We would expect the first wave of FY 2025 funding commitments to be issued by USAC 

by the end of this month. 

 

E-Rate for FY 2024: 

 

Wave 52 for FY 2024 was released on Thursday, April 17th, for $9.68 million, none for North 

Carolina.  Total funding is now $2.66 billion including $73.6 million for North 

Carolina.  Currently, USAC has funded 98.4% of the originally submitted applications, 

representing 92.2% of the dollars requested. 

 

Cybersecurity Pilot Program – Application Window: 

 

The Form 471 application window for the Cybersecurity Pilot Program opened on March 18th and 

will close on September 15th, 2025.  Total pilot funding is capped at $200 million for 707 

applicants.  Initial commitments include $10.1 million for seventeen North Carolina applicants.   

 

Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

April 25 FY 2024 Form 486 deadline for Wave 36.  The Form 486 deadline is 120 days 

after the FCDL date, or the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is 

later.  The next Form 486 deadlines for FY 2024 are: 

https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/1032817705722/1


© 2025 E-Rate Central     Page 2 of  4 

Wave 37 05/02/2025 

Wave 38 05/09/2025 

April 28 Reply comments due on the FCC’s “Delete, Delete, Delete” initiative. 

May 15 USAC’s Beginning E-Rate Services Webinar (Register). 

May 28 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2023 non-recurring service FRNs with 

approved extensions beyond the original January 28, 2025, deadline. 

June 30 Last day to light fiber (or request a service delivery deadline extension) for 

FY 2024 special construction projects. 

June 30 Last day to receive (or file service substitutions for) FY 2024 recurring 

services. 

July 1 Withdrawal deadline for Cybersecurity Pilot participants opting not to 

continue in the Program. 

August 18 Last day to certify a CBR Form 470 in order to meet the minimum 28-day 

posting period before filing the CBR Form 471. 

September 15  Close of the Cybersecurity Pilot Form 471 application window and deadline 

for filing the Form 484 Part 2. 

 

Funds For Learning’s 15th Annual E-Rate Survey: 

 

For fifteen years, Funds For Learning (“FFL”) has been conducting an annual nationwide survey 

asking schools and libraries to contribute their opinions and experiences regarding the E-Rate 

program.  These surveys have proved to be an important source of information for Congress, the 

FCC, and USAC to help them evaluate the E-Rate program.  E-Rate Central believes that FFL’s 

survey is an important vehicle, particularly for policymakers, to understand the needs of the E-Rate 

community.  We encourage all E-Rate applicants to participate. 

 

Here is what you need to know about the 2025 survey: 

• It should take less than 10 minutes to complete the thirty questions.  All but the last 

open-ended question is multiple choice. 

• Survey results are completely confidential.  Only aggregate data is reported. 

• Funds For Learning, which like E-Rate Central is an E-Rate consultant, does not use 

survey responses as a marketing tool.  We are confident in the integrity of FFL’s survey 

process and encourage you to participate. 

 

Last year, responses were received from roughly 10% of the E-Rate applicant base.  Given the 

importance of this survey to the entire E-Rate community — applicants, service providers, 

administrators, and policymakers — we would like to see even greater participation this year.  

Most specifically, in light of pending FCC decisions on critical E-Rate issues, we urge responders 

to pay particular attention to: 

• Questions 8 and 9 on hotspot service; and 

• Questions 22 and 23 on continued or expanded eligibility. 

 

 

https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=9e7dde38e85570280b001967df941749b6bc304a7efc4b65e93bfeadac134566fd1961d1a286aebbb01b8d376b8abbf04b687542b1d994e4
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/25erate
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FCC Suspends Seven Convicted of E-Rate Fraud: 

 

In 2023, the Department of Justice sentenced seven individuals, who had previously pled guilty to 

E-Rate fraud, to prison terms ranging from four years to time served (see our newsletter of 

March 6, 2023).  At the time, the FCC’s Enforcement Bureau suspended all seven defendants from 

the E-Rate program and began proceedings to ban them from future participation. 

 

Last week, the FCC formally issued suspension notices to all seven individuals and initiated three-

year debarment proceedings (see FCC News and related notices).  Technically, the suspensions 

and debarments would apply, not only to E-Rate, but to the other Universal Service Fund (“USF”) 

programs. 

 

USAC Cybersecurity Pilot Program Newsletter Dated April 14th 

 

USAC’s Schools and Libraries Cybersecurity Pilot Program Newsletter dated April 14, 2025, 

covered: 

• A brief review of the CBR Form 470 and competitive bidding requirements. 

• A brief review of the CBR Form 484 Part 2, due no later than the CBR Form 471 deadline 

of September 15. 

• Appeals and waiver requests. 

• Two FAQs that remind Cyber Pilot applicants that: 

o SAM.gov registrations must be current to invoice for equipment and services. 

o Cyber participants may withdraw from the Pilot without liability (unspecified) if 

done by July 1, 2025. 

[Last week, the FCC received, and accepted, the first withdrawal request from a 

Cyber Pilot participant.] 

 

USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated April 17th 

 

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief dated April 17, 2025, covered the following topics: 

• A reminder to vendors to file their Form 473 Service Provider Annual Certifications 

(“SPACs”). 

• An overview of the Program Integrity Assurance (“PIA”) review process including the 

initial review, final review, and quality assurance. 

• Next steps in the FY 2025 application process, if necessary, including: 

o Reviewing the Form 471 and using the RAL Modification Request process to 

correct or update information (see special subsection). 

o Checking your FCC Registration Number. 

o Reviewing your costs and cost allocations. 

o Preparing for PIA review. 

o Monitoring your contact email address and EPC account. 

• Updating your contract award date to aid quicker PIA reviews. 

• USAC’s upcoming training and outreach. 

https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5781/March-6-2023
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5781/March-6-2023
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-410838A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=969e52fad32cbaf5180db486e37393ac92c2a4b891247e0ac3a8761b79d6f83f4803a3f805686880bcca3bb50d3511ad61a35c8f7ddb01de9c570e3496f769e010e0876ce6a4bc35
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-25-340A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=969e52fad32cbaf5180db486e37393ac92c2a4b891247e0ac3a8761b79d6f83f4803a3f805686880bcca3bb50d3511ad61a35c8f7ddb01de9c570e3496f769e010e0876ce6a4bc35
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — 

http://www.E-Ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to 

formatted North Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the 

upper left-hand corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding 

years and individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

http://www.eratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

