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Funding Status 

 

E-Rate for FY 2025 – Application Window: 

 

Application Window: The Form 471 application window for FY 2025 is scheduled to open midday 

on Wednesday, January 15th, and close on Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. EDT.  The 

administrative window, giving applicants an opportunity to update their EPC entity profiles, will be 

closed on Thursday, January 9th. 

 

E-Rate for FY 2024: 

 

Wave 35 for FY 2024 was released on Thursday, December 19th, for $27.2 million, none for North 

Carolina.  Total funding is now $2.50 billion including $73.6 million for North Carolina.  Currently, 

USAC has funded 97.4% of the originally submitted applications, representing 85.2% of the dollars 

requested. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

December 30 FY 2024 Form 486 deadline for Wave 19.  The Form 486 deadline is 120 days 

after the FCDL date, or the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is 

later.  The next Form 486 deadlines for FY 2024 are: 

Wave 20 01/03/2025 

Wave 21 01/10/2025 

Wave 22 01/17/2025 

Wave 23 01/24/2025 

Wave 24 01/31/2025 
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January 2 FY 2023 Form 486 deadline for Wave 63.  Upcoming Form 486 deadlines for FY 

2023 are: 

 Wave 64 01/30/2025 

 Wave 65 02/17/2025 

January 3 Last day of USAC’s winter deferral period for PIA responses. 

January 9 Expected close of the EPC administrative window. 

January 15 Opening of the Form 471 application window for FY 2025 (noon EST). 

January 20 President Trump’s inauguration will mark a change in control of the Federal 

Communication Commission (“FCC”).  The current Chairwoman, Jessica 

Rosenworcel, has announced plans to step down that day.  President-elect Trump 

has already announced that current Commissioner Brendan Carr will become the 

new FCC Chairman (see our newsletter of November 11). 

January 28 Normal Invoice deadline for FY 2023 non-recurring services. 

February 25 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2023 recurring services for deadlines extended 

beyond the original October 28, 2024, deadline. 

March 26 Close of the Form 471 application window for FY 2025 (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

 

New York State’s Affordable Broadband Program: 

 

With the termination of the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) last June, no serious prospects 

for renewed ACP funding from Congress, and the limited (and uncertain) nature of E-Rate for 

hotspots, the prospects of federal funding for free or low-cost internet for low-income families looks 

bleak.  A decision last week by the U.S. Supreme Court, however, raises the possibility of low-cost, 

low-income internet by individual states. 

 

This story starts in 2021 when New York State first attempted to initiate its own Affordable Broadband 

Program to require the State’s broadband providers to offer qualifying low-income consumers basic 

internet service plans of either 25 Mbps for $15 per month or 200 Mbps for $20 per month.  ISPs in 

the State (and their national trade associations) challenged New York’s law, fearing that other states 

would follow with their own plans if the law was allowed to stand.  They argued, in part, that only the 

FCC could regulate internet rates.  Last April, a federal court ruled to the contrary and the industry 

sought Supreme Court review.  Last week, the Supreme Court declined to hear the case thus leaving 

in place the lower court’s decision that states — or at least New York State — could regulate internet 

rates. 

 

Barring any action by either Congress to reinitiate ACP funding, or the FCC to assume jurisdiction 

over internet rates, we are likely to see other states seek legislation supporting free or low-cost pricing 

on internet services for low-income users. 

 

FCC Names Eight Members to the USAC Board: 

 

FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel appointed eight members to new or extended terms on the 

USAC Board of Directors.  Of most interest to the E-Rate community, the Chairwoman extended the 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-407643A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/8228/November-11-2024#InnerPageAnchor222
https://www.fcc.gov/document/chairwoman-rosenworcel-names-8-members-usac-board-directors
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term of Julie Tritt Schell, the State E-Rate Coordinator in Pennsylvania, one year to December 31, 

2025, and appointed David Schuler, Executive Director of AASA, the School Superintendents 

Association, to a new three-year term expiring December 31, 2027. 

 
USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated December 18 – Form 471 Application Window 

 

The most important news in USAC’s E-Rate News Brief dated December 18, 2024, is the 

announcement of the Form 471 application window for FY 2025.  As noted above, the window will 

open Wednesday, January 15th, and close on Wednesday, March 26th.  In a subsequent announcement, 

USAC indicated that the administrative window will close Thursday, January 9th, at which point the 

entity profile data will be locked for the duration of the application window. 

 

Last week’s News Brief also includes the following FAQs on hot spots: 
 

Q.  Can applicants apply for more wireless Internet access lines than Wi-Fi hotspot devices or 

must they request an equal number of lines and devices?  What if the applicant already bought 

Wi-Fi hotspots through other means (e.g., Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”) or other 

funding sources)? 

Short answer: Yes. 

Q.  Can an applicant request more Wi-Fi hotspot devices than wireless Internet access lines 

just in case the devices are lost, stolen, or stop working? 

Short answer: No. 

Q.  Can applicants request Wi-Fi hotspot devices and pair them with private network services 

or wireless Internet access purchased via another funding source? 

Short answer: No. 

Q.  Do we have to purchase all of our Wi-Fi hotspot devices/lines of service at once or can we 

stagger the purchases based on student or library patron needs? 

Short answer: Both are acceptable. 

 

Other topics covered in the latest News Brief include: 

• Notice of an updated FY2021-2025 Category Two (C2) Budget Management Guide. 

• Not surprisingly, USAC’s Customer Service Center (“CSC”) will be closed on December 25th 

and January 1st. 

• The annual winter deferral period runs from December 20th through January 3rd. 

• There are two important invoice deadlines in early 2025: 

o January 28th for FY 2023 non-recurring services; and 

o February 25th for FY 2023 recurring services for invoices deadlines extended beyond 

the original October 28, 2024, deadline. 

 

 

https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=47125561fb0c7532661e6e354f34e240628c2457ffb8337559790434f49f5a6f30e4017f0f32c6ab28740058aabcc78d9d6f9e81d0f64843cef9ac13c0a81da230ad136e1feaf319
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=fd7d6afe3e2eebc708648a5ffa763809e206bc59cfd32a718801b03d48cb0e2ef71dd915a3e000e8096aeda2f3fbf37dcb9d49f8b3e9abc1
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.E-

Ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

