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Funding Status
E-Rate for FY 2024:

Wave 33 for FY 2024 was released on Thursday, December 5%, for $24.8 million including 54
thousand for one North Carolina applicant. Total funding is now $2.46 billion including $73.6
million for North Carolina. Currently, USAC has funded 97.0% of the originally submitted
applications, representing 83.5% of the dollars requested.

Updates and Reminders

Upcoming Dates:

December 9 FY 2023 Form 486 deadline for Wave 61. Generally, the Form 486 deadline
is 120 days after the FCDL date, or the service start date (typically July 1%),
whichever is later. The next Form 486 deadlines for FY 2023 are:

Wave 62 12/19/2024
Wave 63 01/02/2025
Wave 64 01/30/2025
December 13 FY 2024 Form 486 deadline for Wave 17. Upcoming Form 486 deadlines for
FY 2024 are:
Wave 18 12/20/2024
Wave 19 12/30/2024
Wave 20 01/03/2025
Wave 21 01/10/2025
January 20 President Trump’s inauguration will mark a change in control of the Federal

Communication Commission (“FCC”). The current Chairwoman, Jessica
Rosenworcel, has announced plans to step down that day. President-elect
Trump has already announced that current Commissioner Brendan Carr will
become the new FCC Chairman (see our newsletter of November 11).

FCC Streamlined Decisions:

The FCC issued another set of “streamlined,” precedent-based appeals and waivers last week. As
with past streamlined decisions, applicants facing similar problems to those addressed in these
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-407643A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/8228/November-11-2024#InnerPageAnchor222

decisions may garner useful information by carefully reading the additional FCC explanations
found in the footnotes. The original appeal and/or waiver requests can be found online in the
FCC’s Search for Filings under Docket 02-6 (E-rate) or Docket 21-93 (ECF).

In November’s streamlined decisions (DA 24-1169), the FCC:
1. E-Rate Dismissed:

a.

Six Petitions for Reconsideration for failure “to identify any material error, omission,
or reason warranting reconsideration.”

2. E-Rate Granted:

a.

Two Requests for Waiver of the appeal filing deadline that had been missed “only a
few days late or within a reasonable period of time after receiving actual notice of
USAC’s adverse decision.”

One Request for Review finding that a contract had been in place when the Form 471
was filed.

One Request for Waiver for a contract renewal inadvertently signed after the Form 471
was filed.

One Request for Waiver demonstrating “extraordinary circumstances outside of its
control” warranting an invoice deadline extension.

Two Requests for Review regarding eligible services remanded to USAC for
reassessment.

Two Requests for Waiver granting additional time to respond to USAC’s request for
information during invoicing.

One Request for Waiver on a service substitution remanded to USAC to determine
whether the service is within the scope of the controlling Form 470.

Two Requests for Waiver on service substitutions deemed to have met the appropriate
substitution requirements.

One Request for Review affirming USAC’s denial of a service substitution but granting
a request for the reinstatement of the original service.

One Request for Waiver for an invoice deadline extension for an applicant awaiting a
USAC decision.

One Request for Waiver of price as the primary factor where the record showed that
the applicant did, in fact, weigh price as the most important factor.

3. E-Rate Denied:

d.

One Request for Review in which the Form 470 referenced a specific vendor.

Nine Requests for Waiver for late-filed Form 471 applications where the applicants
failed to present special circumstances justifying a waiver.

Seven Requests for Waiver for late-filed invoices or invoice deadline extension
requests where the applicants failed to demonstrate extraordinary circumstances.

Seven Requests for Waiver for untimely filed appeals or waivers.

4. ECF Granted:

a.

Seven Requests for Waiver involving the early delivery of equipment.
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Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.E-
Ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN") search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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