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Funding Status

E-Rate for FY 2024:

Wave 32 for FY 2024 was released on Wednesday, November 27", for $29.9 million including
$6.30 million for one North Carolina applicant. Total funding is now $2.43 billion including
$73.6 million for North Carolina. Currently, USAC has funded 96.9% of the originally submitted
applications, representing 82.7% of the dollars requested.

Updates and Reminders

Upcoming Dates:
December 6

December 9

January 20
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FY 2024 Form 486 deadline for Wave 16. More generally, the Form 486
deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date, or the service start date (typically
July 1%, whichever is later. The next Form 486 deadlines for FY 2024 are:

Wave 17 12/13/2024
Wave 18 12/20/2024
Wave 19 12/30/2024

FY 2023 Form 486 deadline for Wave 61. Upcoming Form 486 deadlines for
FY 2023 are:

Wave 62 12/19/2024
Wave 63 01/02/2025
Wave 64 01/30/2025

President Trump’s inauguration will mark a change in control of the Federal
Communication Commission (“FCC”). The current Chairwoman, Jessica
Rosenworcel, has announced plans to step down that day. President-elect
Trump has already announced that current Commissioner Brendan Carr will
become the new FCC Chairman (see our newsletter of November 11).
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-407643A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/8228/November-11-2024#InnerPageAnchor222

Out-of-Date ACP Information:

Although the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) ended on June 1, 2024, the FCC has
noticed that the websites and marketing materials of many formally participating service providers
still indicate that ACP is an available service. The FCC has issued a Consumer Advisory
reminding the public that ACP-discounted internet services are no longer available. It also issued
a warning to service providers that the continued posting of outdated ACP information may be
considered false or misleading advertising.

USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated November 26 — Form 486 Deadlines

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief dated November 26, 2024, focuses on Form 486 deadlines. It notes
that the deadline for filing Form 486s for the large number of FY 2024 applications approved in
Waves 1-10 was October 29". Technically, the Form 486 deadline for any FRN is 120 days after
the later of FCDL date, July 1%, or the service start date. For most FRNs approved in Waves 1-10,
the critical date for calculation was July 1%; 120 days later was the October 29" deadline date. As
indicated in the Upcoming Dates section above, funds approved in later waves have later Form
486 filing deadlines.

Funded applicants missing that deadline are advised to file their Form 486s as soon as possible.
Technically, when a Form 486 is late-filed, USAC will reset the service start date to 120 days prior
to the actual late-filing date. For most services, a later service start date will mean a reduction or
loss of funding for services received before the revised service start date.

In an effort to reduce the number of late-filed Form 486s — and as discussed in the News Brief —
USAC has a policy of sending Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters to applicants who appear to
have missed their regular Form 486 deadlines. A Reminder Letter gives an applicant a second
chance to submit the Form 486. The revised deadline is 15 days after the date of the Reminder.
Form 486 Urgent Reminder Letters are the only reprieves provided by USAC for E-Rate deadlines.
Should you receive one, do not ignore it.

Last Tuesday’s News Brief also discusses:

e A reminder that the Administrative Window is now open.

e A tip for seeing an invoice’s paid or unpaid status.

e The status of relief implementation for hurricanes’ Helene and Milton.
e Anoverview of the required competitive bidding process.

e A list of 2024 training recordings available.
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-407775A1.pdf
https://www.usac.org/wp-content/uploads/about/documents/acp/bulletins/Update-ACP-Content-on-Service-Provider-Websites-and-Outreach-Material.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=0174e641bb2c8798a6033d743b783090cdd85c6a26e004e2e75a779e1ef76e2f26a7cbea506669e402ba40fcde8ab41f635051236b047e176781253f30a19e4485aa5cd5a6fb8201

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-Rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-Rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-Rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.E-
Ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-Rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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