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Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF 

 

E-Rate for FY 2023: 

 

USAC issued Wave 40 for FY 2023 on Thursday, January 25th, for $11.2 million, none for North 

Carolina.  Total funding is now $2.56 billion including $84.3 million for North Carolina.  At this 

point, USAC has funded 97.4% of the originally submitted applications representing 91.1% of the 

dollars requested. 

 

ECF for 2021-2023: 

 

Total commitments for all three ECF windows are $6.45 billion including $192 million for North 

Carolina.   

 

E-Rate for FY 2024: 

 

The Form 471 filing window for FY 2024 opened January 17th and will close on Wednesday, 

March 27th, at 11:59 p.m. EDT.  We are already seeing some applications being marked as “Wave 

Ready” with a strong probability of being included in the first funding wave expected in late April. 

 
Draft of the Cybersecurity Pilot Application Form 484 

 

Field descriptions of the forms that USAC will use for the FCC’s proposed cybersecurity pilot 

program (see FCC 23-92 and our newsletter of  November 20th) are posted on the OMB website 

for review.  In large part, the pilot program will use near-identical versions of familiar E-rate forms.  

A new and important form, however, to be used to apply for entry into the pilot program itself, 

will be the “Schools and Libraries Cybersecurity Pilot Program Application (FCC Form 484).”  

Field descriptions for the draft Form 484 are available for download on the OMB site. 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-23-92A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/6996/November-20-2023#InnerPageAnchor222
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/DownloadDocument?objectID=138402800
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The Form 484 will begin and end with familiar fields for entity information and certifications.  

Most interesting, for those applicants planning to apply for the pilot, are the 38 following “Project 

Information” fields: 
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By all indications, applying for entry into the cybersecurity pilot program will not be a trivial 

exercise.  The Form 484 questions indicate that USAC and the FCC will be seeking applicants 

with a pre-determined plan to conduct a rigorous cybersecurity exercise leading to measurable 

outcomes. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 29 Due date for reply comments on the FCC’s hotspot eligibility NPRM 

(FCC 23-91).  E-Rate Central’s reply comments proposing a funding 

allocation mechanism which, if adopted, would assure hotspot funding for all 

interested applicants, were filed January 25th. 

January 29 Due date for comments on the FCC’s cybersecurity pilot NPRM (FCC 23-92).  

Reply comments are due February 27th. 

January 29 Invoice (or invoice deadline extension request) deadline for FY 2022 

non-recurring service FRNs. 

February 2 Form 486 deadline for FY 2023 Wave 24.  More generally, the Form 486 

deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start date 

(typically July 1st), whichever is later.  Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are: 

 Wave 25 02/09/2024 

 Wave 26 02/16/2024 

 Wave 27 02/23/2024 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-23-91A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/10125191703170/1
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-23-92A1.pdf
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 Applicants missing their Form 486 deadlines should, within a week, receive 

Urgent Reminder Letters from USAC providing a 15-day grace period. 

February 27 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2022 recurring service FRNs. 

February 28 Last day to file a Form 470 for FY 2024 so as to allow its posting for at least 

28 days before the close of the Form 471 application window. 

Please note that any applicant waiting until February 28th to file a Form 470 

would have to review all bids, select vendors, sign contracts, and upload them 

into EPC, create and file their Form 471, all on March 27th when the EPC is 

likely to be at its busiest.  This is NOT a recommended course of action! 

March 27 Close of the Form 471 application window for FY 2024.  To be considered as 

having been filed “in window,” Form 471s must be filed and certified by 

11:59 p.m. EDT. 

 
USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated January 25 – Form 471 Guidance 

 

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief dated January 25, 2024, provides tips related to the now open FY 2024 

application window including the two important areas discussed below. 

 

School Bus Wi-Fi Filing Instructions: 

 

USAC suggests the following steps when filing a Form 471 for school bus Wi-Fi: 

• Submit a separate FCC Form 471 for Wireless School Bus Services. 

• Submit a separate funding request number (FRN) for each contract or vendor for these 

services. 

• Use “School Bus Wi-Fi” or similar name as the FCC Form 471 nickname. 

• List all schools as recipients of service that will be served by the buses. 

• At the FRN level: 

o Include “School Bus Wi-Fi” again in the FRN nickname. 

o In the FRN Narrative, include “Applicant seeks support for wireless school bus 

service, and, if applicable, associated equipment to make the service functional” 

along with make and model information, the number of buses serviced.” 

o For FRN Purpose, select “Internet access service that includes a connection from 

any applicant site directly to the Internet Service Provider.” 

o In the Function text box, enter “Wireless School Bus Service.” 

o For Type of Connection, enter “Wireless data service,” “Equipment,” 

“Installation,” etc., as applicable.  Note that the “Wireless data service,” when used 

will ask you to enter “Number of Buses Being Serviced.” 

 

Treatment of New 25% CEP Threshold: 

 

Last October, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) finalized new rules reducing the 

school eligibility threshold for participation in the Community Eligibility Provision (“CEP”) 

https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5844/May-29-2023#collapseFour
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=37ebc80772ba7faf87bd086a81371ead5292644ef2d1a83b5e55fc14bb146a979a9a3cde707f73e347e030787e223f9dd6bc54264bda37e4ef817c65962f050db7af308eb60ff30d
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program from an Identified Student Percentage (“ISP”) of 40% to 25%.  (See our newsletter of 

October 2nd).  Although the new threshold was to apply for CEP applications for the 2024-2025 

school year, USDA accepted and approved waivers for use in the second half of this year.  For E-

rate purposes, this will mean that new CEP schools will be able to use an NSLP percentage 

calculated as 1.6 times their new lower ISP percentage. 

 

EPC, however, does not yet accept any ISP percentage below the original 40%.  Applicants trying 

to enter a lower percentage during the administrative window could not do so.  Thus FY 2024 

Form 471s being submitted for these applicants now will have to use current EPC discount rates. 

 

Last week’s News Brief explains this problem and advises: “If you want to report a CEP percentage 

less than 40%, you must enter your regular NSLP numbers (without CEP multiplier calculations) 

and use the FCC Form 471 narrative field to communicate your request for the PIA reviewer 

to enter the proper CEP percentage.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-

ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

 

https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5963/October-2-2023
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5963/October-2-2023
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

