il North Carolina E-Rate Forum | weky e Rate Newsieter

= Vol. 17, No. 47 November 20, 2023

e Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
e E-Rate for FY 2023
e ECF for 2021-2023
e E-Rate for FY 2024

e FCC Releases NPRM for Cybersecurity Pilot

e Updates and Reminders
e Upcoming Dates

Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
E-Rate for FY 2023:

USAC issued Wave 30 for FY 2023 on Thursday, November 16", for $41.2 million, none for
North Carolina. Total funding is now $2.38 billion including $87.0 million for North Carolina.
At this point, USAC has funded 96.1% of the originally submitted applications representing 83.0%
of the dollars requested.

ECF for 2021-2023:

For the first time in a while, USAC did not issue a new ECF wave on an alternate Wednesday.
Total commitments for all three ECF windows remain at $6.46 billion including $191 million for
North Carolina.

E-Rate for FY 2024:

The EPC administrative window opened on October 24™. Applicants can now update their entity
profiles (including student counts and NSLP percentages) in advance of the FY 2024 application
window. USAC will close the administrative window shortly before the Form 471 application
window opens in mid-January, at which point EPC entity profiles will be locked during the
window.

FCC Releases NPRM for Cybersecurity Pilot

Less than one week after releasing a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM?”) to provide E-rate
funding for Wi-Fi hotspots and services for students and library patrons without access to internet
at home (see our newsletter of November 13"), the FCC released another NPRM (FCC 23-92)
announcing a three-year cybersecurity pilot program. The original concept for an E-rate
cybersecurity pilot was first proposed by Funds For Learning last November as a plan to put aside
$60 million per year, for three years, in Category 2 funding for advanced firewalls.

What the FCC has proposed is quite different in scope but equivalent in scale. It is being structured
as a true pilot program designed to test and compare different approaches to school and library
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cybersecurity. The program will be funded up to $200 million over a three-year period with
Universal Service Funds. Although not directly funded within E-rate, the pilot will apparently
utilize many of the E-rate and ECF-like forms and procedures.

Key aspects of the pilot program, to be more fully developed through the upcoming comment
process, will apparently include the following:

e Schools and libraries will apply for pilot program participation by filing a new Form 484,
Conceptually, the Form 484 can be viewed as a grant application for the pilot. Once
accepted into the program, participation will be for the entire three-year period. Annual
re-applications will not be required. Successful applicants will be required to propose
specific cybersecurity test plans, ideally leveraging other federal cyber resources, that can
be tested over the three-year period.

e Equipment and services provided to pilot participants must be procured, approved, and
funded in an E-rate manner using new forms that mirror E-rate’s Forms 470, 471, 472, and
474. Invoicing and appeal deadlines will unfortunately track the shorter ECF schedules.

e Annual and final progress reports will be required “detailing use of funds and effectiveness
of the programs.”

Comments on the NPRM will be due within 30 days after its publication in the Federal Register.
Reply comments will be due another 30 days thereafter. Based on this schedule, we would not
expect to see a final order until at least March of next year perhaps with a 60-day application period
opening in the Spring.

Updates and Reminders

Upcoming Dates:

November 20 Nominations are due for a Tribal Board member on the USAC Board of
Directors (see DA 23-903).

November 24  The Form 486 deadline for FY 2023 Wave 14. More generally, the Form 486
deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start date
(typically July 1%, whichever is later. Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 15 12/01/2023
Wave 16 12/08/2023
Wave 17 12/15/2023
Wave 18 12/22/2023
Wave 19 12/29/2023

November 30 Due date for additional comments on the proposed Eligible Services List
(“ESL”) (DA 23-1011) for FY 2024 regarding the eligibility of Wi-Fi on
school buses. There is no provision for additional reply comments.
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Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”’) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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