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FY 2023 Application Window 

 

The FY 2023 Form 471 application window will close on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. 

EDT — see USAC’s E-Rate News Brief Dated February 16th. 

 

Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF 

 

E-Rate for FY 2022: 

 

Wave 45 for FY 2022 was issued on Thursday, February 23rd, for $7.21 million, none for North 

Carolina.  Cumulative commitments to date are $2.83 billion including $71.1 million for North 

Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has funded 98.4% of the FY 2022 applications representing 95.5% 

of the requested funding. 

 

ECF for 2021-2023: 

 

Total commitments for all three ECF windows are $6.60 billion including $189 million for North 

Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has funded 85.3% of the ECF applications representing 67.4% of 

the requested funding.  Window 3 applications are now being funded down to the 65% rural band.  

Reported disbursements as of last Friday were $2.85 billion. 

 
Status Report on the Broadband Interagency Coordination Agreement 

 

The FCC sent a report to Congress this month summarizing the impact of the Broadband 

Interagency Coordination Act of 2020 (“BICA”), that directed the FCC, the National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration (“NTIA”), and the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (“USDA”) to take a whole-of-government approach to broadband deployment in the 

United States.  Congress directed the Agencies to coordinate specifically on the FCC’s high-cost 

universal service programs and programs administered by NTIA and the Rural Utilities Service 

within USDA.  An Interagency Agreement was signed by these agencies in June 2021. 

 

Several other legislative enactments in this same timeframe also called for interagency 

consultation, coordination, and cooperation to ensure ongoing and future federal efforts to close 

the digital divide.  These include: 

https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=6c6999cf22c89e759585a217015d8569da0445d0cee695ed833f1960075ea10a584df011ed15be8512f5e8ec15916692b846c3c479f900f6a355600ec0b5040399a8e4f0037faab2
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-391167A1.pdf
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• In March 2020, Congress enacted the Broadband Deployment Accuracy and Technology 

Availability (“DATA”) Act requiring the FCC to establish an improved, granular 

broadband deployment data collection and maps documenting broadband availability. 

• The Access Broadband Act (“ABA”), passed in December 2020, created the Office of 

Internet Connectivity & Growth (“OICG”) within NTIA to provide outreach and technical 

assistance to states and localities. 

• More broadly, Section 60105 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Infrastructure 

Act), enacted November 2021, requires that the FCC, “in consultation with all relevant 

Federal agencies, establish an online mapping tool to provide a locations overview of the 

overall geographic footprint of each broadband infrastructure deployment project funded 

by the Federal Government.” 

• In May 2022, the FCC, USDA, and NTIA entered into a joint Memorandum of 

Understanding Regarding Information Sharing (“MOU”) with the U.S. Department of 

Treasury covering programs administered by Treasury including the Coronavirus Capital 

Projects Fund and Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds. 

 

The FCC’s interagency report notes that whereas the Agencies have had significant success in 

addressing potential duplication in their programs, several factors have made this process 

challenging.  The primary problem is that each of the Agencies’ programs has unique features and 

constraints, such as differing speed performance thresholds, timelines, and/or geospatial standards.  

In some instances, these differences are statutorily prescribed and in others they are the result of 

an agency’s exercise of its discretion. 

 

Based on public comment, the report recommends the following: 

• The Agencies should continue to work, within the constraints established by the 

Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable law, to identify and implement 

standardization in broadband data. 

• The Agencies, along with all of the federal funding agencies, should look for opportunities 

to increase visibility into coordination efforts between the Agencies. 

• The Agencies should consider revising the Interagency Agreement and the MOU to 

establish a consistent review process that includes a minimum period of time for all 

agencies to review proposed funding before a funding agency makes final commitments. 

• Broadband funding agencies should explore how best to complement existing funding 

mapping efforts with data from state and local entities on their broadband funding 

programs. 

• The Agencies should establish an expedited process to add other agencies — including 

Treasury — to the MOU, to ensure a quick pathway to coordinate the efforts of all other 

agencies that administer funding programs and develop related policy goals. 

 

Missing entirely from the report’s discussion on interagency coordination is: (a) the role of the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security under the K-12 Cybersecurity Act of 2021; and/or (b), the 

October 2022 U.S. Government Accountability Office (“GAO”) finding that additional federal 

coordination is needed to enhance K-12 school cybersecurity.  Indeed, the word “cybersecurity” 

appears nowhere in the FCC’s Broadband Interagency Coordination report.  One can only wonder 
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how seriously the FCC will take the many comments recently received urging E-rate support for 

cybersecurity equipment and services (see our newsletter of February 20th). 

 

Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

February 27 Extended invoice deadline for FY 2021 recurring services (applicable only 

for those applicants and service providers that had applied for an extended 

deadline on or before October 28, 2022). 

February 28 Last possible date — please do not wait until then — to file a Form 470 

for FY 2023 in order to: (a) meet the 28-day posting period; (b) close the 

bidding process and select the winning bidder(s); (c) sign any necessary 

contract(s); and (d) file the Form 471 application(s), all on the last day of 

the application window. 

March 3 The Form 486 deadline for FY 2022 Wave 29.  More generally, the 

Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start 

date (typically July 1st), whichever is later.  Upcoming Form 486 deadlines 

are: 

 Wave 30 03/10/2023 

 Wave 31 03/17/2023 

 Wave 32 03/23/2023 

 Wave 33 03/31/2023 

March 28  Close of the FY 2023 Form 471 application window at 11:59 p.m. EDT. 

March 30 Reply comments due on requests to allow the use of E-rate funds for 

advanced or next generation firewalls and/or other network security 

services (DA 22-1315). 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-

ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5769/February-20-2023#InnerPageAnchor333
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-1315A1.pdf
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

