il North Carolina E-Rate Forum |  weeky e rat newsketter

= Vol.17,No.3  January 16, 2023

e FY 2023 Application Window

e Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
o E-Rate for FY 2022
o ECF for 2021-2023

e Updates and Reminders
e Upcoming Dates

e USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated January 12 — FY 2023 Filing Window & AUP Audits

FY 2023 Application Window

Two important dates related to the FY 2023 application window will occur this week. Additional
information on both is discussed in USAC’s January 12" E-Rate News Brief summarized below.

e The Administrative Window will close on Monday, January 16%, at 11:59 p.m. EST.
This is one deadline occurring on a federal holiday that does not carry over to the next
business day. Once the Administrative Window is closed, entity profiles in EPC will be
locked for the duration of the application window unless changed during PI1A review.

e The FY 2023 Form 471 application window will open on Wednesday, January 18, 2023,
at 12:00 noon EST, and will close on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. EDT. USAC
indicates that no changes have been made to this year’s Form 471 and upload templates.

Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
E-Rate for FY 2022:

Wave 39 for FY 2022 was issued on Thursday, January 121, for $7.32 million, none for North
Carolina Cumulative commitments to date are $2.81 billion including $69.7 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 98.2% of the FY 2022 applications representing 94.0%
of the requested funding.

ECF for 2021-2023:

Total commitments for all three ECF windows are $6.47 billion including 182 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 79.4% of the ECF applications representing 65.4% of
the requested funding. Window 3 applications are now being funded down to the 75% rural band;
Window 3 applications in the 65% rural band are currently under review. Total disbursements as
of last Friday remain $2.56 billion.
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Upcoming Dates:

January 16

January 18
January 19
January 20

January 24
January 26
February 13

February 28

March 28

Updates and Reminders

Close of the Administrative Window; last chance to update EPC entity
profiles for FY 2023. Thereafter, entity profiles will be locked until the
close of the Form 471 application window.

Opening of the FY 2023 application window.
USAC webinar on competitive bidding and the Form 470 (register).

The Form 486 deadline for FY 2022 Wave 23. More generally, the Form
486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start date
(typically July 1%, whichever is later. Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 24 01/27/2023
Wave 25 02/03/2023
Wave 26 02/10/2023
Wave 27 02/17/2023
Wave 28 02/24/2023

USAC webinar on service provider selection and Form 471 (register).
USAC webinar on the Eligible Service List (register).
Comments due on requests to allow the use of E-rate funds for advanced or

next generation firewalls and/or other network security services
(DA 22-1315). Reply comments are due March 30,

Last possible date — please do not wait until then — to file a Form 470
for FY 2023 in order to: (a) meet the 28-day posting period; (b) close the
bidding process and select the winning bidder(s); (c) sign any necessary
contract(s); and (d) file the Form 471 application(s), all on the last day of
the application window.

Close of the FY 2023 Form 471 application window at 11:59 p.m. EDT.

USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated January 12 — FY 2023 Filing Window & AUP Audits

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief Dated January 12, 2023, covers the following topics associated with
the FY 2023 Form 471 application window that opens Wednesday, January 18™:

e The Customer Service Center (“CSC”) will be open from 8:00 a.m.to 8:00 p.m. EST today,
January 16" (Martin Luth King Jr. Day, a federal holiday), on the last day to make EPC
profile updates during the Administrative Window.

e USAC will conduct three application filing window applications this week and next as per
the following schedule:
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https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=8be20d5a5e1c43ab04e90d45593236cbf6d87f58bf4cb70fbe43887282304e8b870edb58643cbe100540c86e9f2af67ad5e6b4732a5a45e2
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=8be20d5a5e1c43ab21fc612f6fb080acb6316b50b4a6625235c1c05ebfbc212487ab946f7fddcb8aa5a041ef37eea939d393982b0aa8b5af
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=8be20d5a5e1c43ab5e00f7ae9131bd758fce0a88a685b3253c867ea21fecc4b6f75a4e462ead3e31e9d6effbbde2aa6d2cab9bae40a5bd9b
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-1315A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=4cc9771fe19e04980ea7fa52c20fc943fbb1398e93cde1de910c190c0458e70ade1822ff2758038bfc6aba5b35483ec501f505f270c53500be744425a8496a57effcc0a1b011c064

Date and Time Topic Audience REBIEitI::hcn
Thursday, January 19 (2 | Competitive Bidding (FCC Form 470) Applicants/Service Register
p.m. ET) Office Hour Providers e
Tuesday, January 24 (2 | Service Provider Selection and FCC Form || Applicants/Service Register
p.m. ET) 471 Office Hour Providers e
Thursday, January 26 (2 - e e Applicants/Service i
p.m. ET) Eligible Services List Office Hour Providers Register

e USAC provides the following information with respect to the FY 2023 application filing
window:

o The FCC Form 471 application filing window opens Wednesday,
January 18 and will close Tuesday, March 28 at 11:59 p.m. EDT.

o Tuesday, February 28 is the last date that you can submit and certify an FCC Form
470 for FY2023 and still have time to wait the required minimum 28-day period
before submitting and certifying your FCC Form 471 before the filing window
closes on March 28"

o Applicants who have not accessed EPC in a while may need to update their
passwords and should be aware that the login process now required multi-factor
authentication.

o Every funding request in a Form 471 application must be based on a previously
filed Form 470 (unless purchases are from an E-rate enabled state master contract
or are for commercially available, high-speed, business-class internet service).

o Signed contracts must be pre-loaded into EPC before they can be referenced in a
Form 471 funding request.

The News Brief also discusses the annual agreed-upon-procedures (“AUP”) audit of USAC’s
funding balances that will begin this February. As a part of this process, the audit firm will send
requests to selected applicants and service providers asking them to confirm FRN balances as of
October 31, 2022. The News Brief notes that:

e The AUP audits provide a review of USAC’s FRN balances. They are not, per se, audits
of E-rate beneficiaries, but do request beneficiary confirmation of USAC’s records.

e Importantly, a common error that occurs is that the recipient of the confirmation checks
their current FRN balances when they receive the letter, instead of looking back to what
the balance was as of October 31, 2022. If asked, be sure to confirm balances as of October
31, 2022, before responding.

e Confirmation requests are being send from the confirmation@us.PWC.com email address.
Applicants and service providers are asked to add this domain to their safe sender lists to
ensure that these messages, if sent, are not treated as spam.
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Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”’) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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