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FY 2023 Application Window 

 

The FY 2023 Form 471 application window will open on Wednesday, January 18, 2023, at 12:00 

noon EST, and will close on Tuesday, March 28, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. EDT. 

 

USAC’s Special Edition E-Rate News Brief of December 21st, announced the FY 2023 window, 

provided tips for first-time filers, Category 2 budget planning, competitive bidding, and browser 

updates.  Most immediately, the News Brief reminded applicants to update their EPC entity 

profiles before the close of the Administrative Window that is scheduled for Monday, 

January 16th at 11:59 p.m. EST.  Once the Administrative Window is closed, entity profiles will 

be locked for the duration of the application window unless changed during PIA review. 

 
Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF 

 

E-Rate for FY 2022: 

 

Wave 38 for FY 2022 was issued on Thursday, January 5th, for $3.98 million, none for North 

Carolina   Cumulative commitments to date are $2.80 billion including $$66.9 million for North 

Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has funded 98.1% of the FY 2022 applications representing 93.5% 

of the requested funding. 

 

ECF for 2021-2023: 

 

Wave 15 for Window 3 was issued on Wednesday, January 4th, for $34.4 million including 

$2.15 million for six North Carolina applicants.  Total commitments for all three ECF windows 

are $6.47 billion including $182 million for North Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has funded 79.4% 

of the ECF applications representing 65.4% of the requested funding.  Window 3 applications are 

now being funded down to the 75% rural band; Window 3 applications in the 65% rural band are 

currently under review.  Total disbursements as of last Friday remain $2.56 billion. 

 
 

https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=bccc898db27a0ed8075a2de0d5cf43bec4fd2fa40da1f9c51b7dd46a72fe1dc9c09dd770a4ccf4dbdf4dd9aca669ddab684ee4878caf5c9f2b769c8b8d36d6fdddf00063a7cf6275
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-390538A1.pdf
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Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 9 ACP application window deadline (DA 22-1213) for the FCC’s outreach 

pilot programs for potential participation by schools, libraries, and others 

(see our newsletter of August 15th).  See also the FCC and USAC 

announcements of the opening of the ACP application window. 

January 13 The Form 486 deadline for FY 2022 Wave 22.  More generally, the Form 

486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start date 

(typically July 1st), whichever is later.  Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are: 

 Wave 23 01/20/2023 

 Wave 24 01/27/2023 

January 16 Close of the Administrative Window; last chance to update EPC entity 

profiles for FY 2023.  Thereafter, entity profiles will be locked until the 

close of the Form 471 application window. 

January 18 Opening of the FY 2023 application window. 

February 13 Comments due on requests to allow the use of E-rate funds for advanced or 

next generation firewalls and/or other network security services 

(DA 22-1315).  Reply comments are due March 30th. 

February 28 Last possible date — please do not wait until then — to file a Form 470 

for FY 2023 in order to: (a) meet the 28-day posting period; (b) close the 

bidding process and select the winning bidder(s); (c) sign any necessary 

contract(s); and (d) file the Form 471 application(s), all on the last day of 

the application window. 

March 28  Closing of the FY 2023 application window at 11:59 p.m. EDT. 

 

Gigi Sohn Renominated for FCC Commissioner: 

Gigi Sohn, who had initially been nominated as the fifth FCC Commissioner, but whose 

confirmation languished in an evenly divided Senate, has been renominated for that position by 

President Biden.  With a slight Democratic majority now in the Senate, prospects for confirmation 

have improved.  The addition of a fifth FCC Commissioner should break an apparent tie on several 

FCC issues — including, from an E-rate perspective, the approval of a Declaratory Ruling on the 

eligibility of WiFi on school buses as early as FY 2024. 

 

Statements in support of Ms. Sohn’s confirmation were issued last week by FCC Chairwoman 

Rosenworcel and Commissioner Starks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-1213A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4587/August-15-2022
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-389373A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=4dde165273099c3b4cd3e45feb946f457518f2f5a47c5371333c3af3039dfab5ba78feb44263114ee22cadac9a43e9c1bdc7e5fc601ac417940d3544a4602c332bd377eee9f87c03
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-1315A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-390507A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-390535A1.pdf
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-

ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

