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Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
E-Rate for FY 2022:

Wave 34 for FY 2022 was issued on Thursday, December 8", for $17.8 million, none for North
Carolina. Cumulative commitments to date are $2.75 billion including 66.1 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 97.8% of the FY 2022 applications representing 90.8%
of the requested funding.

ECF for 2021-2023:

Wave 27 for Windows 1 and 2 and Wave 13 for Window 3 were released on Tuesday,
December 6, for a total of $53.9 million, almost entirely for Window 3 applicants. Funding in
last week’s waves included $649 thousand for two North Carolina applicants. . Total
commitments for all three ECF windows are $6.40 billion including $179 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 79.4% of the ECF applications representing 65.4% of
the requested funding. Total disbursements as of last Friday remain $2.39 billion.

Updates and Reminders
Upcoming Dates:
December 16 The Form 486 deadline for FY 2022 Wave 18. More generally, the Form

486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or from the service start date
(typically July 1), whichever is later. Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 19 12/23/2022
Wave 20 12/30/2022
January 9 ACP application window deadline (DA 22-1213) for the FCC’s outreach

pilot programs for potential participation by schools, libraries, and others
(see our newsletter of August 15"). See also the FCC and USAC
announcements of the opening of the ACP application window last
Monday.
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-389886A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-1213A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4587/August-15-2022
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-389373A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=4dde165273099c3b4cd3e45feb946f457518f2f5a47c5371333c3af3039dfab5ba78feb44263114ee22cadac9a43e9c1bdc7e5fc601ac417940d3544a4602c332bd377eee9f87c03

EPC Account Administrator Action Required:

In advance of a planned move of the standalone BEAR processing system into EPC in early
January (see USAC’s E-Rate System Consolidation posting and our newsletter of November 14™),
USAC emailed an advisory notice to EPC Account Administrators last week urging them to
validate, and update as necessary, the users and their current access levels in their EPC accounts.

USAC has indicated that it plans to transition current BEAR permission levels into EPC, but this
is clearly a step that EPC users — particularly EPC Account Administrators — will want to
confirm. Once BEAR processing is moved into EPC, we expect the user permission section of
EPC to look as follows:

#11111 - ABC SCHOOL DISTRICT

Manage User Permissions

Organization Detalls

User Permissions

To create and/or file a BEAR within EPC, a user will have to have either “Partial” (for draft-only
rights) or “Full” (to certify) Form 472 rights. The Account Administrator is the only EPC user
who can assign or modify user permissions.

Applicants likely to experience the most problems as BEAR processing is transitioned into EPC
are those whose Account Administrator designations are out-of-date. USAC’s instructions for
updating an Account Administrator are contained in its E-Rate Special Edition Newsletter of
November 21° recommending the following two steps:

1. Contact the E-Rate Customer Service Center at (888) 203-8100.

2. Provide a reference letter of agency from the school/library district on the organization’s
letterhead (or from the organization’s email domain) including the new EPC account
administrator’s name, title, signature, and contact information.

State Conflicts with the FCC'’s Proposed Bidding Portal:
The lowa Department of Education is the latest state agency to weigh in on potential conflicts

between the FCC’s proposed E-rate bidding portal (FCC 21-124) and the many state procurement
laws and regulations. Although the initial and reply comment periods on the proposed portal
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https://www.usac.org/e-rate/resources/e-rate-system-consolidation/
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/5685/November-14-2022#InnerPageAnchor222
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=af38d568bb40c076823e500e47074587182bdc563b157429bd07e120578c7cf8f6dd21552b1baf5649d0fdf7a0c9e5b39f8241525da707c2a2b291467caa94d5d17ed6c24adbc131
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=9e47715ea6b2dba231acd8272f4a1c0a089af950db505e9596897de0ec15e61bf43982f924aeac8d65295b39ca8115b2bee3138363aec818
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=9e47715ea6b2dba231acd8272f4a1c0a089af950db505e9596897de0ec15e61bf43982f924aeac8d65295b39ca8115b2bee3138363aec818
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-124A1.pdf

closed last spring (see our newsletter of May 2"%), states continue to express concerns — and
hopefully will continue to do so — with elements of the proposed plan that are in direct conflict
with their state procurement requirements. Examples of earlier concerns include filings from state
agencies in Arkansas, California, Illinois, Kentucky, Nebraska, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and
Utah.

lowa’s comments include a discussion of the conflict that would result on lowa DOE E-rate bids
for statewide services under the competitive bidding rules of the lowa Department of
Administration Services (“DAS”). The DAS rules require that lowa’s “Targeted Small
Businesses” (small woman and minority-owned business that have been registered with the State)
be notified 48 hours prior to the posting of public bids. As currently applied to lowa E-rate bids,
this means that the RFP portion of a Form 470 must be posted on Iowa’s Targeted Small Business
website two days before the Form 470 (with the RFP) is certified in EPC. As the lowa DOE
indicates in its comments, this early posting of a bid would be in direct conflict with the proposed
portal requirement that no bidder can have advance knowledge of the project information.

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN ") search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4494/May-2-2022#InnerPageAnchor222
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/10526568825681/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/1052757847539/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/10427140615612/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/10427076758626/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/10427261225002/1
https://files.fcc.gov/ecfs/download/72bf8bf4-41d9-4dd9-b13c-e5e62c52d18c.pdf?orig=true&pk=cb77b2ec-1a58-dbc6-139b-ad192cfd5d9b
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/1042728494322/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/1203110706421/1
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/1203210703328/1
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

