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Funding Status for E-Rate and ECF
E-Rate for FY 2022:

The FY 2022 Form 471 Application Window closed on Tuesday, March 22, 2022. We expect
FY 2022 funding waves to commence in mid-to-late April.

A special extended application window for new Tribal libraries closes May 26" (see DA 22-231
and our newsletter of March 14™).

E-Rate for FY 2021:

Wave 52 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, April 7", for $6.31 million, none for North
Carolina. . Cumulative commitments are now $2.64 billion including $84.3 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 98.7% of the FY 2021 applications representing 95.1%
of the requested funding.

ECF 2021-2023:

As of Wave 12, released March 23", cumulative ECF commitments are $4.76 billion including
$150 million for North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 92.5% of filed applications.
Authorized disbursements as of last Friday totaled $669 million.

The FCC has announced a third ECF application window (DA 22-309) which will open on April
28™ and close on May 13". The FCC indicates that a minimum of $1 billion will be available to
fund the same type of eligible equipment and services as in the original two windows but for
delivery within the 18-month span from July 1, 2022, through December 31, 2023 (albeit capped
at 12-months of service for internet access). . For details, see our newsletter of March 28" and
the FAQs in USAC’s ECF newsletter of March 29"
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-231A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4446/March-14-2022#InnerPageAnchor333
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-309A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4468/March-28-2022#InnerPageAnchor222
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d877de588b9c1470731c25fe1f728a16a94f7fed5cb1636ce0bc0883784a34016fc39ac9e792068a36bbd04a45e4ccac3aee62ef88e89de0dafb2b0e2ca6a7eac3024979d03ab4ad

Updates and Reminders
Upcoming Dates:

April 15 Form 486 deadline for FY 2021 covering funding committed in Wave 36.
More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or
from the service start date (typically July 1%%), whichever is later. Upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 37 04/22/2022
Wave 38 04/29/2022
April 15 FCC reply comments due on the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

for the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) (FECC 22-2).

E-Rate Central and WestHab filed early reply comments
focusing on the need to eliminate Footnote 309 of the original
ACP order prohibiting or restricting the use of ACP discounts
for residents of homeless shelters.

April 27 FCC comments due on the FCC’s proposal to create an E-rate competitive
bidding portal (FCC 21-124). Reply comments are due May 27". Note:
These are new extended deadlines granted by the FCC in response to a
request filed by a coalition of 27 E-rate stakeholder organizations.

April 28 Opening of the third ECF application window (see DA 22-309 and article
above). The window will close May 13" at 11:59 p.m. EDT.
May 26 Extended FY 2022 application window deadline for new Tribal libraries

(see DA 22-231).

USAC ECF Newsletter Dated April 5

USAC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletter of April 5, 2022, as frequently
happens, simply repeats reminders and FAQs from last week’s newsletter.

Update on DUNS-to-UEI Transition:

This topic, covered in last week’s USAC ECF newsletter of March 29th, was addressed separately
this week in a short USAC release entitled “SAM.gov Transition to UEI” on April 7" and in a
more detailed FCC Public Notice (DA 22-371) released on April 6.

ECF applicants and service providers that are already registered in SAM.gov, which is needed to
file ECF invoices, are not affected by this transition. Current SAM.gov registrations, already
including a DUNS number, have already been assigned an UEI number. Unregistered entities will
be assigned UEI numbers when they do register with SAM.gov.

For E-rate applicants not participating in ECF, the key point in both releases is that, although
SAM.gov registration is currently not required for E-rate invoicing, it will be required in the future.
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-22-2A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Portals/0/DocFiles/files/pdfs/ACP-FNPRM-Reply-Comments.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-124A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-284A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-309A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-231A1.pdf
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=ceb8d86d3d01fa355c6b774cdbfa59460bd9e75985475bbc4f70ea4b767b9697b98608c0599cda2d5bf4b285459a8fa1c83488b2d5e3d71c34b3bf2f7c3cca5b822bf674de3e61d4
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d877de588b9c1470731c25fe1f728a16a94f7fed5cb1636ce0bc0883784a34016fc39ac9e792068a36bbd04a45e4ccac3aee62ef88e89de0dafb2b0e2ca6a7eac3024979d03ab4ad
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=d1d56f6d7a08417744883d1e5e62689c681c973af5e66cf0bd8c49b2cf263f25f3084332cd9c722d3e208c283414462b9c50760802295aff6da493fbc664babfc47935897b323333
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=62e7ec72e4216385a6cc72bb806490c5c73301d7785ba9df4c8ea7e979e4da3bff7ec5229bf88aa89f01b3b68cbc06d4948b3306bf8d700f

The FCC indicates that it is working with USAC to complete a full transition to the collection of
UEIs and the use of SAM.gov for the collection of payment information from Universal Service
Fund recipients including E-rate applicants and service providers.

Although the timing of a SAM.gov registration requirement for E-rate invoicing is unspecified, it
may not be too far away. USAC is already recommending initiating the registration process in
advance of an E-rate requirement. SAM.gov registration and periodic renewals are free for
registrants handling the process themselves or can be done with the assistance of consultants
specializing in federal registrations. In either case, the registration process is not instantaneous
and can take several weeks.

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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