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FY 2022 Application Window
The FY 2022 Form 471 Application Window will close on Tuesday, March 22, 2022, at

11:59 p.m. EDT. February 22" was the last possible day to file a Form 470 for FY 2022 and still
meet the 28-day posting requirement.

Funding Status for 2021-2022

E-Rate:

Wave 49 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, March 17%, for $12.3 million, none for North
Carolina. Cumulative commitments are now $2.63 billion including 84.3 million for North
Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 98.6% of the FY 2021 applications representing 94.4%
of the requested funding.

ECF:

As of Wave 11, cumulative ECF commitments are $4.67 billion including 150 million for North

Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has funded 91.0% of filed applications. Authorized disbursements
as of last Friday totaled $477 million.

Further ACP Comments Filed

Last week marked the close of the initial comment period of the FCC’s Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (“FNPRM”) on the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”). From the perspective
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of schools and libraries, already being funded through the E-rate and ECF programs, ACP
developments may be important in two respects, namely:

1. Prospectively, as the ECF program draws to a close, during or shortly after the 2022-2023
school year, ACP discounts may be a way to provide affordable home internet services for
low-income families with students and patrons currently covered by reimbursed ECF
services.

2. Properly structured, ACP discounts for low-income housing buildings and homeless
shelters would permit bulk subscription internet services for student and patron families
that have otherwise been difficult to serve under the ECF program.

In this respect, the most expansive set of comments proposing Pilot Programs for better
administrating ACP discounts for low-income housing complexes and homeless shelters were filed
jointly by E-Rate Central and Westhab (Westhab is the largest non-profit provider of affordable
housing and support services in Westchester County, NY). Other important comments on these
points were filed by California Emerging Technology Fund (“CETE”), Microsoft Corporation, and
Stewards of Affordable Housing for the Future (“SAHF).

CETF asked the FCC to “not adopt overly strict measures that make enrolling and engaging in
ACP difficult for school districts, schools, and parents.” CETF also argued that that the ACP rules
should “[e]xplicitly include homeless centers as eligible for support under multiple dwelling unit
(“MDU”) provisions. The MDU definition and eligibility should include multi-family serving
organizations and local government entities that purchase in bulk.”

Focusing specifically on MDUs administered under Federal Public Housing Assistance (“FPHA™)
programs, which was a key part of the FNPRM, several responders urged ACP building
management control. The New York Public Service Commission, for example, stated that:

Moreover, the FCC should examine means to simplify ACP enrollment for FPHA beneficiaries and
other beneficiaries of federal or state programs that guarantee ACP eligibility. Such beneficiaries should
have a streamlined means to enrollment that can be managed and advanced at the local or state level,
in part, utilizing the increased access to relevant tools as outlined above. For example, a state housing
provider could be able to administer ACP enrollment locally, requesting simple documentation from
FPHA beneficiaries, then enrolling such individuals collectively or on a simplified or expedited basis.

Reply comments on the ACP FNPRM are due April 15". Hopefully we’ll see additional support
for low-income and homeless MDUSs.

In a separate, but potentially related action last week, the FCC opened a proceeding on “how to

prevent and eliminate digital discrimination to ensure that everyone has equal access to broadband
internet access service...regardless of income level, ethnicity, race, religion, or national origin.”

Updates and Reminders
Upcoming Dates:

March 22 FY 2022 Form 471 Application Filing Window closes at 11:59 p.m. EDT.
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https://e-ratecentral.com/Portals/0/DocFiles/files/pdfs/ACP-FNPRM-Comments.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/103160469610347/CETF%20Comments%20of%20Further%20Notice%20of%20ACP%20Rulemaking%203_16_22%20final.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/10317145509101/Microsoft%20Corporation%20Comments%20to%20FCC%20WC%20Docket%20No.%2021-450%20(16MAR22)%20-%20Final.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/1031502991405/SAHF%20Letter%20on%20FCC-HUD%20Pilot.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/1031660704696/2022%2003%2016%20WC%2021-450%20-%20FCC%20Affordable%20Connectivity%20Program%20Comments.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-381415A1.pdf

March 24 Form 486 deadline for FY 2021 covering funding committed in Wave 33.
More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or
from the service start date (typically July 1%, whichever is later. Upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 34 04/01/2022
Wave 35 04/08/2022
Wave 36 04/15/2022

April 15 FCC reply comments due on the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
for the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) (FCC 22-2). (See article
above).

April 27 FCC comments due on the FCC’s proposal to create an E-rate competitive
bidding portal (FCC 21-124). Reply comments are due May 27". Note:
These are new extended deadlines granted last week by the FCC in response
to a request filed by a coalition of 27 E-Rate stakeholder organizations.

May 26 Extended FY 2022 application deadline for new Tribal libraries (see DA 22-
231).
USF Quarterly Contribution Factor for 2Q22:

The FCC announced that the Proposed Second Quarter 2022 Universal Service Contribution
Factor will be 23.8% (see DA 22-268). As shown below, the contribution factor is down again for
the fourth straight quarter from the 2Q21 high of 33.4%.
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USF funding remains problematic. Although the recent quarterly drops in the contribution factor
are welcome, declines in the underlying interstate end-user telecommunications revenue base
continue — down 4% in this quarter alone.

FCC Announces Inflation-Based E-Rate Cap for FY 2022:
The FCC announced that the E-Rate funding cap of $4.456 billion for FY 2022 based on an

inflation-adjusted increase of 4.2% from FY 2021 (see DA 22-271). Assuming that total E-rate
demand for FY 2022 will be closer to $3 billion, as it was for FY 2021, the E-rate cap
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https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/0121100101377/FCC-22-2A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-124A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-284A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-231A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-231A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-268A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-271A1.pdf

announcement is an administrative nicety, one small step preceding the first funding wave
expected in mid-April.

USAC ECF Newsletter Dated March 15 — Nothing New, Again

USAC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletter of March 15, 2022, repeats the same
information from last week’s newsletter and the week before.

USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated March 17 — Multiple Application Topics

USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of March 17, 2022, discusses a series of E-rate topics,
primarily related to the FY 2022 application window, including the following:

e The FCC granted a waiver extending the FY 2022 application window for any application
listing one or more new Tribal libraries as recipients of service (see our newsletter of March
14™M). The extended deadline is May 26™ (making April 28" the last possible date to file a
Form 470).

e USAC’s Customer Service Center will remain open this Monday until 10:00 p.m. EDT,
and all the way up until the close of the window on Tuesday at 11:59 p.m. EDT.

e Additional last-minute tips for the Form 471 application window:

o Returning to an incomplete Form 471.

o Certifying your Form 471.

o Correcting information on a Form 471 after it is certified.

o Guidance on advanced installation of non-recurring services.

o Contacting the Customer Service Center (“CSC”).
e How to use the “interim SPIN” (143666666) on Form 471 submissions.
e E-Rate program document retention requirements.

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=1ecf1e6c476f0b9cb0005c8f4ffa2c6d8af3272c61a7b9205d0503f6d70997d7e45d71e313497404faa66b0ff2b25421c806cf9bef356546f3fd5bcd06289d1fa4c5ed931c54fac0
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=53b267b48ca90b6f5350e1f171ab0ef3d8b8c60970188dcaba0078e344adfd0cc8723c859e151cfd42c22baaea277bf9a873752afea2b831552442997975ce1f0276d6d0ef217a79
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4446/March-14-2022#InnerPageAnchor333
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4446/March-14-2022#InnerPageAnchor333
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

