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FY 2022 Application Window

The FY 2022 Form 471 Application Window will close on Tuesday, March 22, 2022, at
11:59 p.m. EDT. Form 470s must be filed no later than February 22" to meet the 28-day posting
requirement before the Form 471 window closes. As indicated in USAC’s E-Rate News Brief
cited below, over 7,600 applications were already filed by last Wednesday evening, February 16,

Funding Status for 2021-2022
E-Rate:

Wave 45 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, February 17", for $16.5 million, none for North
Carolina applicants. Cumulative commitments are now $2.61 billion including $84.4 million for
North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has now funded 98% of the FY 2021 applications
representing 93% of the requested funding.

ECF:

The most recent Wave 9 was released on February 8™ for a total of $128 million. Cumulative ECF
commitments are $4.54 billion including $147 million for North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has
funded almost 87% of filed applications. Authorized disbursements as of last Friday totaled $384
million.

Updates and Reminders

Upcoming Dates:

February 22 Last possible date to file a Form 470 in time to meet the 28-day posting
requirement for the close of the FY 2022 Form 471 application window.
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https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-380072A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/sites/default/files/ecf-current-funding-commitments.xlsx

February 23 Second USAC “office hours” session on ECF Reimbursements (register)
(3:00 p.m. EST).

February 25 Extended invoice filing deadline for FY 2020 recurring services.

February 25 Form 486 deadline for FY 2021 covering funding committed in Wave 29.
More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or
from the service start date (typically July 1%, whichever is later. Upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:

Wave 30 03/04/2022
Wave 31 03/11/2022
Wave 32 03/18/2022
Wave 33 03/24/2022
March 16 FCC comments due on the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for the

Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) (ECC 22-2). Reply comments
are due April 15™. See FCC Public Notice (DA 22-152) and article below.

March 22 FY 2022 Form 471 Application Filing Window closes at 11:59 p.m. EDT.

March 28 FCC comments due on the FCC’s proposal to create an E-rate competitive
bidding portal (FCC 21-124). Reply comments are due April 27%.

ACP FNPRM Comment Period:

The Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”) Report and Order (FCC 22-2) included a Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“FNPRM”) seeking comments on three additional aspects
of ACP:

e The structure and objectives of a grant program for outreach partners to help publicize
ACP. Potentially, schools and libraries might qualify for grants to educate and help enroll
their students, student parents, or patrons in ACP.

e A specific part of the outreach program proposes a pilot program focused on eligible
households participating in Federal Public Housing Assistance (“FPHA”) programs. It is
our hope that an FPHA pilot program to reach extremely low-income families might also
be expanded to include families residing in homeless shelters.

e A mechanism by which eligible households in “high-cost” areas, to be defined, may receive
enhanced benefits of up to $75 per month rather than the standard ACP discounts of up to
$30 per month.

With the ACP Order now published in the Federal Register, comments on the FNPRM are due
March 16™. Reply comments will be due April 15",

USAC ECF Newsletter dated February 15 — ECF Reimbursements Checklists

USAC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletter of February 15, 2022, directs ECF
participants to the two new reimbursement check lists discussing the following:
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https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=eb4bff3b970f8aba96e3047208f350c3fed4396f6f8340e81838c43b1970de09ed696577d85cfe1ae80102dff72fc33fc21215a01f129d58
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/0121100101377/FCC-22-2A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-152A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-124A1.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/0121100101377/FCC-22-2A1.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/14/2022-02887/affordable-connectivity-program-emergency-broadband-benefit-program
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=3cdbaa03d9afd41b1bb28f501e5215a62cf5c00a9ac8cb2d2d0be323384df2191781c6d08d2b4431cf50efab89fbd2a0b589fc08762a7364c12646922e05ccb64bd608e5c4f07ef5

Request for Reimbursement ECF FCC Form 472 (BEAR) Checklist
e Register for SAM.gov
e Confirm DUNS and TIN/EIN match for Sam.gov and FCC Registration No.
e Complete the ECF Form 472 (“BEAR”)
e Provide detailed vendor invoice attachment

Request for Reimbursement ECF FCC Form 474 (SPI) Checklist
e Register for SAM.gov
e Confirm DUNS and TIN/EIN match for Sam.gov and FCC Registration No.
e File Form 498
e Gain access to the ECF Portal
e Complete the ECF Form 474 (“SPI”)
e Provide detailed vendor invoice attachment

USAC also announced the availability of a new ECF Open Data Tool that provides a more user-
friendly way to search, view, and download ECF program data.
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Data in the new tool is much more compact than in the full ECF dataset. It eliminates many of the

lesser-used columns and combines data by FRN rows rather than by FRN line items. More
importantly, it includes a robust filtering mechanism that lets you select data by criteria such as:
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https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=eb4bff3b970f8aba897c07c5a7861b43f5a302c4e16511e2e5e62b174528de7bc41d7aa30081ad543aa0e5fd070a555aa4198b93471d1f63
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=eb4bff3b970f8aba6b373d187c8fd3c6024b09d48de37df501c8381a44c403e7c6c1ea32d76b7c9f01eee494800d849eefc2a0969b92087f
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=eb4bff3b970f8abaf85fa2eecdf55d030a826c7f5022813a17b792ee5d3fd97d56197e35d2cce216f6c683cc94e340c2d80abfe5a3fee068
https://opendata.usac.org/Emergency-Connectivity-Fund/Emergency-Connectivity-Fund-FCC-Form-471/i5j4-3rvr

Applicant name or BEN

Application number or FRN

State

FCDL date range (wave number would have been easier but we can live with this)

For those of us who have long worked to pull useful ECF funding information out of the original
ECF dataset, the new tool will be a major time-saver. Thank you USAC!

USAC E-Rate News Brief Dated February 17 — Numerous E-Rate Topics

USAC’s E-Rate News Brief of February 17, 2022, is packed with information on the following

E-rate topics.

The FY 2022 Form 471 application window countdown.

A reminder that February 25" is the invoicing deadline for recurring FY 2020 services
that had already received the 120-day extension from October 28, 2021.
Reminders for filing an FY 2022 Form 471:

o Wait the full 28 days (at least) after filing a Form 470, selecting your vendor(s),
and certifying the Form 471.

Make sure you have the correct rights to be able to work on a Form 471 in EPC.
Start your Form 471 even if you are not ready to provide all details.

Create a contract record for each new contract or legally binding agreement.
Contact the Customer Service Center (“CSC”) if you need assistance.

o o O O

Two new Open Data tools:

o An E-Rate FRN Invoicing Data Tool to search, view, and download data related to
invoice deadline dates, funds remaining for invoicing, and the invoicing mode
(BEAR vs SPI) (see training video).

o An E-Rate FRN Status Tool FY2016+ which provides funding request data
including funding status, funding wave data, and disbursements (see training
video).

Notice that an interim SPIN (143666666) will be available as of March 11" for use by
applicants filing Form 471s referencing service providers who have not yet been assigned
their own SPINs.

List of extended Customer Service Center (“CSC”) helpline hours for the final days of the
application window March 18-19 and 21-22 (but not the intervening weekend).

Announcement of a new FCC Form 471 Receipt Acknowledgment Letter Modification
Guide.

Links to the recording and slide decks for USAC’s tribal and invoice webinars which were
held earlier this month.

Summary of the new Tribal Library Order (FCC 22-8) and training series.
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https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=7b3c22e7953c0c58c5f5ff1bd2d8fe203d015c5f1a4ccbfe33ccbed3137f2ef8b6b5934c5b8b8b4228279a505b0f2a5c68feed2a2d2e06e9ad5109c3e6d54a4a2d7d248f1163e909
https://opendata.usac.org/E-Rate/E-Rate-FRN-Invoice-Deadline-Tool/sfyf-vvtz
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=07201ec2fd41403eaf906bf48f470264a7a37a35fbd66ec211409cb325eb976fa6f65021083e853a6ae3e1b8d5bd413b
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=01d570d0f49683bbc81f15c09d6101e04576ae56a920b2285568d6a613b71a2f92eb6b5bc5ebf194e28061cff75df515
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=86eba2577f2c5757dc7a9fadda2887a5694f09fa26d72399b3e65baf9ca9e16c4f1fd15581d741b9ca222d725f8c8861
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=86eba2577f2c5757dc7a9fadda2887a5694f09fa26d72399b3e65baf9ca9e16c4f1fd15581d741b9ca222d725f8c8861
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=94365599bfa1d932844df8adba73e95102393282da51b7d38bf3e29424eecdb287977e535535bb7993d00c82bf3acd42
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=94365599bfa1d932844df8adba73e95102393282da51b7d38bf3e29424eecdb287977e535535bb7993d00c82bf3acd42
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=5b7701ff59f79216ccf59e8ec66c0273e846a0551e7ceffeb8c9b2a3b55b62c2593ff65e9447b22ea5a4174f1491e739

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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