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FY 2022 Application Window 

 

The FY 2022 Form 471 Application Window opened on Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 12:00 

noon EST and will close on Tuesday, March 22, 2022, at 11:59 p.m. EDT. 

 
Funding Status for 2021-2022 

 

E-Rate: 

 

Wave 40 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, January 13th, for a total of $32.7 million, none 

for North Carolina applicants.  Cumulative commitments are now $2.57 billion including 

$84.6 million for North Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has now funded 98% of the FY 2021 

applications representing 92% of the requested funding. 

 

ECF: 

 

Wave 7 was released on January 10th for a total of $361 million including $10.1 million for 28 

North Carolina applicants.  Cumulative ECF commitments are now $4.19 billion including 

$137 million for North Carolina.  Unlike E-rate, for which funding waves are issued weekly, ECF 

funding waves are being released roughly once a month.  ECF invoice payments, also issued in 

waves, appear to be issued more frequently.  Authorized disbursements as of last Friday totaled 

$101 million, unchanged for the last two weeks. 

 

 

FCC Finalizes ACP Order 

 

Last Friday, the FCC formally adopted a Report and Order and Further Notice that provides 

detailed guidance for the Affordable Connectivity Program (“ACP”).  As we’ve discussed, this 

$14.2 billion federal program offers low-income households discounts on their internet service 

bills and an opportunity to receive a discount on a computer or tablet from participating providers. 

https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-commits-over-361m-additional-emergency-connectivity-funding
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Although the FCC’s adoption was announced last week, we do not expect the full Order to be 

released until later this week.  We expect the Order to track the draft version released two weeks 

ago, as discussed in our newsletter of January 10th. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

January 18 USAC Competitive Bidding (Form 470) and Guiding Statements Overview 

webinar (register). 

January 20 USAC Service Provider Selection and Form 471 webinar (register). 

January 21 Form 486 deadline for FY 2021 covering funding committed in Wave 24.  

More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or 

from the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is later.  Upcoming 

Form 486 deadlines are: 

 Wave 25 01/28/2022 

 Wave 26 02/04/2022 

 Wave 27 02/11/2022 

 Wave 28 02/18/2022 

January 28 Invoice filing deadline for FY 2019 and FY 2020 non-recurring services. 

February 17 FCC comments due on the Future of the Universal Service Fund Notice of 

Inquiry (FCC 21-127) (see our newsletter of December 20th).  Reply 

comments are due March 17th.  Note: These are new comment deadlines 

based on the recent FCC extension order (DA 22-6). 

February 25 Extended invoice filing deadline for FY 2020 recurring services. 

March 22 FY 2022 Form 471 Application Filing Window closes at 11:59 p.m. EDT. 

 

Universal Service Monitoring Report for 2021: 

 

The FCC has released the 2021 version of the Universal Service Monitoring Report.  The annual 

report summarizes the four Universal Service Fund (“USF”) programs — including E-rate — and 

the methods used to fund them.  The data provided on E-rate (pp. 47-50) includes the following 

tables: 

Table 4.1  Schools and Libraries Funding Commitments and Disbursements by Applicant 

Type and Year for funding years 1998–2020. 

Table 4.2 Schools and Libraries Funding Commitments and Disbursements from Program 

Inception through June 30, 2021 by State and Applicant Type. 
 

  Note: Total funding over the period for North Carolina is reported as: 

   Commitments    $1.54 billion 

   Disbursements  $1.27 billion 

 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-379258A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4392/January-10-2022#InnerPageAnchor333
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6973979474346379532
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2828768960587956747
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-127A1.pdf
https://e-ratecentral.com/Resources/Newsletters/News-of-the-Week/ArticleID/4374/December-20-2021#InnerPageAnchor222
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-22-6A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-379181A1.pdf
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USAC ECF Newsletter dated January 11 – No New Information 

 

Aside from announcing Wave 7 ECF funding, that was released on January 10th, USAC’s 

Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletter of January 11, 2022 repeats the same 

information covered in the previous ECF newsletter of January 4th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-

ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=214ed643b9aaaf1aff7f36d6bf69892fba0e6aa3d19b26470fb2279ee650c15ad242536be8563fa8571eb662d8c445b773b2eee6c13d09b4cee4ffa920174ac4f7d84b970a54a8cb
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=214ed643b9aaaf1aff7f36d6bf69892fba0e6aa3d19b26470fb2279ee650c15ad242536be8563fa8571eb662d8c445b773b2eee6c13d09b4cee4ffa920174ac4f7d84b970a54a8cb
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

