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Funding Status – FY 2021 

 

Wave 27 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, October 14th, for a total of $19.6 million, none 

for North Carolina applicants.  Cumulative commitments are $2.30 billion including $83.3 million 

for North Carolina.  Nationwide, USAC has now funded 96% of the FY 2021 applications 

representing 80% of the requested funding. 

 

Wave 2 of the Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”) was released on Tuesday, October 12th, for 

a total of $1.16 billion (see FCC News Release).   Cumulative ECF funding is now $2.36 billion.  

Second wave and cumulative funding for North Carolina are $51.6 million and $93.6 million, 

respectively.  

 

The second shorter ECF application window closed on Wednesday, October 13th.  As of last 

weekend, USAC’s ECF dataset had been updated to show Wave 2 funding decisions from the first 

application window but did not yet show the new second window applications.  We expect a 

second window update this week.  This update should also include late-filed first window 

applications that, as per the FCC Order DA 21-1182, are to be treated as timely-filed second 

window applications. 

 
Updates and Reminders 

 

Upcoming Dates: 

October 20 Nomination deadline for six USAC Board members including one school 

representative (see DA 21-1027).  The FCC subsequently added a request 

for board member nominations representing commercial mobile radio 

service providers (due November 8th). 

 Editorial Note: The State E-Rate Coordinators’ Alliance (“SECA”)  and the 

American Library Association (“ALA”) have both recommended the 

renomination of Julie Tritt Schell, for another term as a school 

representative on the Board.  E-Rate Central, which has witnessed firsthand 

the proactive expertise and passion Ms. Schell has brought to the E-rate 

program as a two-term member of the USAC Board and as the Pennsylvania 

State E-rate Coordinator, enthusiastically endorses her reappointment and 

encourages other interested parties to do so as well.  Supporting comments 

under Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 may be filed online with the FCC via 

the Submit a Filing site or the less formal ECFS Express filing mechanism. 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-376482A1.pdf
https://opendata.usac.org/Emergency-Connectivity-Fund/Emergency-Connectivity-Fund-FCC-Form-471/i5j4-3rvr
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-21-1182A1.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-21-1027A1.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/101457463339/SECA%20Schools%20Nomination%20Letter%2010.14.2021%20as%20filed.pdf
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/1014683816447/ALA_USAC_Board_nomination_TrittSchell_10142021.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/express
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October 28 Invoice deadline for FY 2020 recurring services and/or for requesting a 

120-day invoice deadline extension for the same services. 

October 29 First Form 486 deadline for FY 2021 covering funding committed in Waves 

1-12.  More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL 

date or from the service start date (typically July 1st), whichever is later.  

Upcoming Form 486 deadlines are: 

 Wave 13 11/05/2021 

 Wave 14 11/12/2021 

 Wave 15 11/19/2021 

 
USAC ECF Newsletter Dated October 12 – Reimbursements and FAQs, cont. 

 

USAC’s Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletter of October 12, 2021, again notes that 

invoicing is now available through the ECF Portal.  Most importantly, the newsletter stresses the 

need for every invoice filer — applicant or service provider — to have a current SAM.gov 

registration.   

 

Separately, although not discussed in last week’s newsletter, we note that: 

• USAC has begun sending SAM.gov reminder emails to applicants reportedly planning to 

file BEARs but who are apparently not currently registered in SAM.gov. 

• SAM.gov registrations have expiration dates and must be current at the time ECF invoices 

are filed.  Earlier this year, the U.S. General Services Administration (“GSA”) did provide 

automatic 180-day extensions of SAM.gov registrations that would have otherwise expired 

between April 1 and September 30, 2021. 

 

The ECF newsletter also repeats many of the FAQs from earlier newsletters but added the 

following:  

Can I submit an invoice for a partial FRN and a partial line item within one FRN? 

Short answer: Yes. 

For equipment and non-recurring services, what is the deadline for filing requests for 

reimbursement? 

Short answer: See the FCC’s Public Notice DA 21-881 or more information about the 

deadline for invoicing for non-recurring purchases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=abd892968f36a807cc71e2b45c33acfdc0ec36505155d8bdc6ad566d91273add8eee603f0340c5835aa83b7f6259c339fa9f9b82aa5d6fd917481c3a0a94b4f9e9a2b1fddec12262
https://interact.gsa.gov/blog/new-gsa-providing-automatic-180-day-extension-expiring-entity-registrations-samgov
https://click.outreach.usac.org/?qs=36afb7e9fe688c2da85b06b6a4a748db7f61ebcd9d606a7c6d4f7cc774d10a53a334944394802d5d1fea4f9b4938fa7504f5e7a9be6645ff
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate 

developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations.  Such 

information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only.  It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official 

announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.   

 

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-

ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC.  Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North 

Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand 

corner.  Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and 

individual FRNs. 

 

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North 

Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us.  Please include your name, organization, 

telephone, and e-mail address. 

 

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational 

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic 

origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.  

http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
http://www.e-ratecentral.com/us/stateInformation.asp?state=NC
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/echase/My%20Documents/E-rate%20Newsletters/join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us

