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Funding Status — FY 2021

Wave 14 for FY 2021 was released on Thursday, July 15™, for a total of $60.9 million including
$3.72 million for 11 North Carolina applicants. Cumulative commitments are $1.62 billion
including $59.2 million for North Carolina. Nationwide, USAC has now funded 84% of the
FY 2021 applications representing 55% of the requested funding.

The 2021-2022 application window for the Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”) opened
June 29" and will close August 13",

ECF Newsletters and FAQs

For many years, USAC has routinely published Schools and Libraries News Briefs on Fridays
covering a variety of E-rate matters. The new Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”’) uses aspects
of the traditional E-rate process but is considered a semi-autonomous program by USAC and is
generally not covered in Friday’s News Briefs. As an alternative, USAC began issuing weekly
Emergency Connectivity Fund Program Newsletters on Tuesdays. For those interested in ECF,
separate subscriptions to these ECF newsletters are required. So far, USAC has issued the
following three newsletters:

Release Date Primary Subject Matter

June 28™" ECF Portal Information
July 6" ECF FAQs

July 131 ECF FAQs, cont.

To date, when USAC’s ECF newsletter covers program FAQs, the information is derived directly
from the FAQs published and updated online in the form of a master ECF FAQ list by the FCC.
This list is updated on an ad hoc basis with new or edited FAQs designated with an asterisk.

Two of the more interesting ECF FAQs added by the FCC (as of July 2"%), and reported in last
Tuesday’s USAC newsletter are:

© 2021 E-Rate Central Page 1 of 3


https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6296809/Emergency-Connectivity-Fund
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=692a690ca7edd55e00788da20a1679cd3d36d04ae9762378ec495953715dad8e289809ceb8e22f530e2124f7c05e367718918799868401604be9ee3100134a639046f1c16567154a
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=bd25fb3e6bff8d12672ed4053e7fe5f8fbb7ed3c5f60641c963ecff1821b216ad4bfff99a3645431b1e3fce54395364dcf32a05b728e741ea1e12fcdceac2c98447b6904b70a416a
https://view.outreach.usac.org/?qs=aa0d9499d3cdadd24b8dbb4aa220d12a1b3623faf941a73e03cef5a93ffdcabf0240cda9b89456fb0ad69595f476be0692925b57625672e96ccf6406e4eabcd081beceaa56d48a6e
https://www.fcc.gov/sites/default/files/master_ecf_faqs_7.2.21.pdf

*4.6 Q: Can schools request ECF support for a small number of replacement devices that may be needed during
the school year?

A: No. Applicants are limited to reimbursement of one connected device per student and cannot request
additional connected devices or other equipment to account for anticipated loss or breakage.

*5.7 O: What is the process for seeking a waiver of the 5400 limit if the reasonable cost to purchase connected
devices for students, school staff, or patrons with disabilities is higher than 5400 and the public interest
warrants deviation from the general rule?

A: Waivers must be requested from the Federal Communications Commission by filing in WC Docket No.
21-93. We encourage applicants to file their request for waiver as soon as they are aware of the need,
although applicants will have 30 days from the date of the funding commitment decision letter.

Applicants may file a request for waiver of ECF rules before filing an application, however, we remind
applicants that applications must be filed by August 13, 2021, even if requests for waiver have not been
resolved by that date. Applicants may still be approved for funding for up to 5400 per device even if the
applicant has or will submit a waiver to request additional funding for the connected devices for use by
students, school staff or library patrons with disabilities.

The other FAQs covered in USAC’s July 13" ECF newsletter are:

Do you need to participate in E-rate to participate in the ECF program? Short answer: No,
but you must be an E-rate eligible entity.

Can applicants pay upfront and seek support for multiyear contracts in the first application
window? Short answer: No.

What if an applicant previously signed a multiyear contract (that included this coming
school year)? Can they apply for service for this coming year from the preexisting
contract? Short answer: Yes.

Avre fees for unreturned leased equipment eligible for ECF support? Short answer: No.

If a school district provides personal Wi-Fi hotspots and broadband service to a percentage
of unserved students for home use, and if the school district also applies for Wi-Fi hotspots
on school buses, is this considered to be a duplicative service? Short answer: No.

If a school reopens, and students and school staff are attending school in person, is off-
campus equipment or service for that student or teacher still eligible for ECF support?
Short answer: Yes.

E-Rate Updates and Reminders

Upcoming E-Rate Dates:
July 21 USAC’s “Office Hours” ECF webinar at 3:00 p.m. EDT (Reqister). These

webinars are held weekly to provide program updates and answer
participant questions.

July 26 Form 486 deadline for FY 2020 covering funding committed in Wave 48.

More generally, the Form 486 deadline is 120 days from the FCDL date or
the service start date (typically July 1%, whichever is later. Upcoming
Form 486 deadlines are:
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https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4239441275570867469
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4239441275570867469

Wave 49 07/29/2021

Wave 50 08/06/2021

Wave 51 08/13/2021
July 27 USAC webinar on E-rate equipment transfers (2:00 p.m. ET) (Register).
August 13 Closing date for the initial Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”’) window.

The window will close at 11:59 p.m. EDT.

USAC News Brief Dated July 16 — Troubleshooting One Portal Access Issues

USAC’s Schools and Libraries News Brief of July 16, 2021, reviews the process for gaining access
into USAC’s One Portal system S0 as to use the E-Rate Productivity Center (“EPC”), the BEAR
Form system, or the new Emergency Connectivity Fund (“ECF”) portal. It discusses the following
steps a first-time user must take to:

e Set up your credentials in One Portal.

e Verify that you can receive a USAC email.

e Review the requirements for your password.

e Act quickly when you receive your verification code.

e Check your entitlements.

e Accept your EPC user terms and conditions.

e Ask for assistance if you need it by calling the Client Service Bureau at 888-203-8100.

Newsletter information and disclaimer: This newsletter may contain unofficial information on prospective E-rate
developments and/or may reflect E-Rate Central’s own interpretations of E-rate practices and regulations. Such
information is provided for planning and guidance purposes only. It is not meant, in any way, to supplant official
announcements and instructions provided by USAC, the FCC, or NCDPI.

Additional North Carolina specific E-rate information is available through our Web site — http://www.e-
ratecentral.com/us/statelnformation.asp?state=NC. Note that this site provides easy access to formatted North
Carolina applicant E-rate histories via the Billed Entity Number (“BEN”) search mechanism in the upper left-hand
corner. Detailed information can be obtained by “drilling down” using the links for specific funding years and
individual FRNSs.

If you have received this newsletter from a colleague and you would like to receive your own copy of the North
Carolina E-Rate Forum, send an email to join-ncerate@lists.dpi.state.nc.us. Please include your name, organization,
telephone, and e-mail address.

In compliance with federal law, the NC Department of Public Instruction administers all state-operated educational

programs, employment activities and admissions without discrimination because of race, religion, national or ethnic
origin, color, age, military service, disability, or gender, except where exemption is appropriate and allowed by law.
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